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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses a critical challenge in post-harvest protection of maize, particularly in tropical regions where storage losses significantly threaten food security. By documenting the diversity of major storage pests and evaluating botanical extracts from locally available wood resources, the study contributes valuable baseline data for integrated pest management (IPM) strategies. The focus on eco-friendly, plant-derived repellents and insecticides provides scientifically relevant alternatives to synthetic chemicals, thereby supporting sustainable agriculture and reducing environmental and health risks. Furthermore, the differentiation between sapwood and heartwood bioactivity enhances our understanding of plant secondary metabolites and their role in pest control, offering promising directions for future biopesticide development and applied entomological research.
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