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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	1. The manuscript contributes to the growing body of literature on Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) and their role in strengthening smallholder farmers’ livelihoods.

2. It provides empirical evidence from Tamil Nadu, highlighting real operational challenges faced by early-stage FPOs in capitalization, governance, and marketing.

3. The study uses Garrett’s ranking technique to prioritize constraints, which helps policymakers and development agencies identify the most critical intervention areas.

4. The findings offer practical policy and managerial recommendations that can support the sustainability and long-term viability of FPOs in developing agricultural economies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	1. The current title is clear and relevant to the study objectives.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	1. The abstract clearly presents the aim, research gap, methodology, and conclusions.

2. It effectively summarizes the major challenges such as delayed grants, governance issues, and weak marketing strategies.

3. However, it would be beneficial to add a brief mention of the methodology (Garrett ranking technique) earlier in the abstract.

4. The keywords section could be improved by including more specific terms such as sustainability, governance, marketing constraints, and smallholder farmers.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	1. The manuscript is scientifically sound and logically structured, with clear sections on introduction, methodology, results, and conclusions.

2. The research gap and objectives are well articulated.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	a. The manuscript includes a reasonable number of references related to FPO sustainability, governance, and agricultural development.

b. Several references are recent (2023–2025), which strengthens the literature review.

c. However, a few duplicate references appear in the list and should be removed.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The overall language is understandable and suitable for academic communication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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