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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	· The manuscript analyzes the identity positioning of Shylock in Shakespeare's "The Merchant of Venice". The author bases his analysis on the theory of interpersonal function, which shows that status, roles and relationships are expressed through language. The informational content is a starting point, but the emphasis is on language (as a tool through which people negotiate social relations, express attitudes and establish power relations).

· The manuscript is important for its clear and argumentative presentation of the construction of the character's identity, by referring to the mood system and the modal system.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	· The title of the article is concise, relevant and attractive. It clearly states the perspective of the approach: the theory of interpersonal function. 

· Being a tool of relationship, language provides data on a multitude of aspects that help to understand the identity of a character: the attitude expressed, the types of speech acts, the distance or politeness in relationships, the rhythm of speech, etc.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	· The summary specifies the following aspects: the name of the work of which the personnel analyzed from the perspective of identity construction is a part, the author of the work, the name of the character, the purpose of the research and the general theoretical framework of which the theory of interpersonal function is a part.

· The summary presents the author's intentions and we believe that it touches on essential aspects.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	· The manuscript follows the structure of a scientific paper: introduction, study of the specialized literature, substantiation of the own research in accordance with the proposed purpose and the conclusions reached as a result of the research.

· In the introductory part, the character Shylock is presented from a psychological and socio-cultural perspective. The author announces the use of statistical data and the analysis of the corpus of Shylock's lines based on the theory of interpersonal function.

· The manuscript continues with the Literature Review, a stage in which two aspects are pursued: Research on Interpersonal Function Theory and Research on Shylock in The Merchant of Venice. The first aspect refers to Halliday's research, as a starting point. The theory is important because it helps to identify the psycho-social identity of the character through the analysis of attitudes and modal expressions. The second aspect refers to the portrayal of the character (complex, stereotyped and built in a certain social context). Several perspectives and approaches are presented, which refers to a character always in a state of change.

· A separate subchapter analyzes Shylock's identity positioning based on the mood system and the modal system. Regarding the mood system, statistics are used (quantity and frequency), and in the analysis of modal elements, the emphasis is on the frequency of use of the words must, can, will, would, may, might (the frequency of modal auxiliaries of high, medium and low value in the character's lines in different scenes is presented). Both aspects are related to the lines of the staff and examples from the text are given.

· In the last part of the manuscript, based on the statistical analysis of the elements related to the mood system and modal auxiliaries, the character's identity is presented, as he appears in different stages of the play. The author refers to Halliday's theory (systemic functional linguistics – LSF) and focuses on interpersonal theory (the theory also includes ideational and textual function).

· We appreciate the logical sequence of sequences in building the staff's identity, the use of statistical elements and the merging of data to provide the overall picture.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	· The references are not ordered alphabetically (an aspect to which the author must return).
· The authors mentioned in the text can be found in References. All are related to the topic of the manuscript.

· Ideas from more recent articles could also be included (eg Xiu, Z., 2024, Shylock's Ethical Choice of “a Pound of Flesh” and Racial Identity Reconstruction in The Merchant of Venice; Dongchu Xie, 2025, Rethinking the Image of Shylock).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The linguistic/English quality of the manuscript is suitable for academic communications.
	

	Optional/General comments


	We suggest reviewing some graphic aspects (e.g. noting tables and figures in bold and centered).
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 
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