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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is scientifically important because it shows how communication channels, not just clinical factors, influence postpartum depression awareness and help-seeking in a low-resource setting. It provides rare empirical evidence from Northern Nigeria, strengthening the application of health communication theory—especially the Theory of Planned Behaviour—outside Western contexts. The findings offer practical guidance for designing culturally appropriate maternal mental health interventions and advance global understanding of how information access translates into health action.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable and academically sound, but it can be slightly refined for clarity and journal impact.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is largely comprehensive, well-structured, and appropriate for a data-driven social science/health communication journal. It clearly states the problem, objective, methods, key findings, and implications. However, a few targeted refinements could improve clarity, balance, and scholarly precision without increasing length significantly.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct and methodologically sound, and it meets the core standards expected in health communication and maternal mental health research.
Scientific Soundness and Correctness

1. Appropriate Research Design
The use of a cross-sectional survey design is suitable for examining associations between information sources, knowledge of postpartum depression, and help-seeking behaviour. The design aligns well with the stated research questions and does not overclaim causality.

2. Sampling and Representativeness
The multistage stratified random sampling approach, combined with proportional allocation across LGAs, is scientifically appropriate and enhances the representativeness of both urban and rural women of childbearing age in Niger State.

3. Measurement Validity and Reliability
The manuscript correctly applies PLS-SEM measurement model evaluation, reporting factor loadings, AVE, composite reliability, Cronbach’s alpha, and VIF values that meet recommended thresholds. Interpretations of convergent validity, internal consistency, and multicollinearity are accurate and consistent with SEM best practices. This is only my suggestions 
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	Yes — the references in the manuscript are generally sufficient and relevant, but there are a few points to consider regarding their recency, balance, and disciplinary breadth.
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