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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important for the scientific community as it provides empirical evidence on how soil chemical constraints—particularly acidity and multi-nutrient deficiencies—limit maize productivity in high-rainfall, smallholder farming systems. The study contributes location-specific baseline data that enhance understanding of soil fertility dynamics in acid soils of East Africa, a region where such detailed assessments remain limited. By linking soil nutrient status with crop performance constraints, the findings support the development of integrated soil fertility management strategies and guide future research on sustainable maize production. Additionally, the work offers practical insights that can inform extension services, policy interventions, and comparative studies in similar agro-ecological zones globally.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	It is broad and somewhat generic, and it does not highlight the geographical context or the key soil constraints (acidity and nutrient deficiencies) that are central to the manuscript.Suggested title “Soil Chemical Constraints to Maize Productivity in High-Rainfall Areas of Kericho County, Kenya.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is overly long and descriptive. Statistical results should be clearly and correctly reported. Avoid strong claims that are not fully supported by data.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript has methodological and analytical limitations that affect its scientific robustness. These include a very limited sample size, inconsistencies in sampling depth, questionable use and interpretation of statistical analyses (e.g., correlation and ANOVA), and the absence of directly measured yield data. Additionally, improvements in data presentation, statistical rigor, and clarity of language are required to strengthen the validity of the conclusions.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Some references are duplicated (e.g., Kisinyo et al., 2014).Ensure consistency in citation style and completeness of DOIs and URLs.FAOSTAT and KNBS citations should follow journal formatting guidelines.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the manuscript are not fully suitable for scholarly communication in its current form. While the scientific ideas are understandable, the text contains frequent grammatical errors, informal phrasing, repetition, and overly descriptive or conversational sentences that reduce clarity and academic tone.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript has strong potential due to its relevance and practical implications for soil fertility management and maize production. However, major revisions are required to address methodological limitations, improve statistical rigor, strengthen interpretation, and enhance language quality.
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