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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript would be of great importance to the scientific community as it fills a serious gap in the data on early-onset gastric cancer (EDGC) in Morocco, as an area with high rates of Helicobacter pylori infection, and few local research studies on this issue among young patients (16-40 years old). It underscores the trends in incidence, the female predominance effect, the delay in the diagnosis, and the critical risk factors such as H. pylori and smoking and provides the actionable information on the targeted screening and prevention of the disease in resource-limited African conditions. The findings can be used in EOGC world research as they provide a comparison of local epidemiology and international data on Colombia, Mali, and Asia, which can be used to inform the public policy regarding H. pylori eradication and early endoscopy. It ends up reinforcing the aggressive character of EOGC and why multidisciplinary solutions should be employed, such as genetic testing, to enhance the prognosis of vulnerable groups.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is appropriate because it accurately reflects the area of focus of the study which is epidemiology, etiology, location, population and design. It is quite consistent with other EOGC publications that underline descriptive aspects. No changes needed
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is exhaustive, as it adequately summarizes the background and objectives, methods, important results (e.g., 6.8% incidence, mean age 33.5 years, H. pylori 56% adenocarcinoma 89%), and conclusions, which are clinical in their implications. It is structured in typical epidemiological abstract like EOGC studies.

​

​Recommendations: Include certain metastatic rate (67%) and female preeminence (F:M 1.2) to make it complete since the results bring it to the fore. No deletions required; remain brief 250 words or so.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, scientifically the manuscript is okay, generally. Important assertions conform to the literature: H. pylori as risk factor (primary in this case: 56 vs. high African/Moroccan prevalence =50-70 in studies), adenocarcinoma preeminence (89), advanced disease at diagnosis (67% metastatic), and median age of 33.5 years are consistent with EOGCs reports on the world. The femaleness (56) and 6.8 young rate of patients are realistic in the context, but with small n=9 the power is small. Minor note: the study will terminate on Aug 2025 (pre-current date), yet data consistent.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, all the 19 references are large enough in number and largely timely (20212024) addressing global EOGC epidemiology, H. pylori, and African settings. They reinforce such important assertions as an increase in youth incidence and risk factors.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	No, the English quality needs improvement for scholarly publication. Minor grammatical errors, awkward phrasing (e.g., "40 years" vs. consistent "<40 years"), typos (e.g., "55,6" instead of "55.6"), and non-standard formatting in tables/references reduce readability. Professional editing is recommended to ensure clarity and polish, though scientific content remains clear.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Properly filled study that fills a gap in the region on the early-onset gastric cancer. Admitted small sample size (n=9); statistical supplements may be considered in case of increasing the sample size. Professional English revision to polish. Should be published with slight revisions.
This manuscript presents valuable regional data on early-onset gastric cancer, with sound science and clear clinical relevance. Minor language polishing and reference updates would make it publication-ready.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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