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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript presents an important baseline study documenting the presence and habitat use of the Indian chevrotain in a semi-natural, human-modified landscape. The study is very relevant, timely, and contributes valuable information on understudied ecologically important species. Author has used non-invasive camera trapping method with indirect sign surveys which is very appropriate and Scientifically sound approach. This Study provides baseline data for long-term ecological monitoring studies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes the title is fine
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract is fine, further the author is advised to avoid repetitions and if possible can add total trap nights and one line quantitative result in the abstract.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, it is Scientifically correct, but needs few clarifications, like 
1. What was the size of grid used for camera trap placement?
2. The total trap nights?
3. Software used in generating heat map.

4. Provide climatic data if available

5. Discussion can be strengthened by quoting studies from other protected areas like  Mudumalai or Periyar Tiger Reserve or any other Western ghat landscapes

6. Author can elaborate more on role of chevrotain in an Ecosystem and importance of conserving Buffer zone and may be on Urban-wildlife interface ecology
If author clarifies the above things, Scientific rigor will be improved
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References are fine
But there is inconsistent journal formatting, volume numbers and issues are missing at some places, typographical errors like Europian at place of European
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	A language revision is recommended, to avoid repetitions, subject verb agreement and clarity and flow
For example: 

Author has written No much study has been carried out, it should be “Not many studies have been conducted”
intern highlights should be “in turn highlights”

“cameratrap” to be written as “camera trap”
	

	Optional/General comments


	Author should define the abbreviations at first use (e.g., IUCN).

Italicize scientific names consistently (Moschiola indica), wherever it is not done.

Maintain consistent spacing and formatting.

Repetition in Introduction and Conclusion should be removed

Author can make recommendations more specific like feral dog management strategies
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No
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