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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides an important contribution to the understanding of spider diversity in central India by addressing a significant regional research gap regarding spider distribution. It also expands the known geographic range of the jumping spider Epocilla aura from a single district to eight distinct districts. This study also demonstrates the presence of species across diverse habitats, including urban, agricultural, and forested environments. Furthermore, it establishes the first documented records of a spider species within two significant conservation zones: Indravati National Park and Udanti Wildlife Sanctuary. Ultimately, these novel distributional records supply baseline data that will facilitate broader biogeographical surveys and support future ecological research on salticid spiders in the state.
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