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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	It addresses a significant public health burden particularly in low- and middle-income countries where illicit drug use among university students is increasingly prevalent. Understanding students’ knowledge of risk factors is necessary for designing effective preventive and educational interventions within tertiary institutions. The study contributes locally relevant data from Nigeria, which is valuable given the limited empirical literature focusing on knowledge-based assessments of illicit drug use risk factors among university populations. With appropriate methodological refinement, the findings could inform institutional drug prevention policies and campus health promotion strategies.
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· Citation formatting is inconsistent.

· More Nigeria- or West Africa-focused university studies should be included.

· Some international references are outdated.
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