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PART  1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her
feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript addresses an important and timely issue in educational data mining by focusing not only on prediction accuracy but also on interpretability and transparency of student performance prediction models. The proposed cognitive–generative decision intelligence framework offers a practical contribution to explainable artificial intelligence (XAI) by integrating predictive modelling with structured, human-readable explanations.
This is particularly valuable in educational contexts, where instructors and decision-makers require understandable justifications for automated predictions. The study, therefore, contributes meaningfully to both applied machine learning research and responsible AI practices in education.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes. The title is clear, informative, and accurately reflects the scope, methodology, and purpose of the study. It appropriately highlights both the cognitive and generative aspects of the proposed framework and its focus on explainable student performance prediction.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract is well structured and sufficiently comprehensive. It clearly presents the motivation,
methodological approach, dataset size, key results, and overall contribution of the study. As a minor suggestion, the authors may briefly clarify that the explanation component is rule-based and designed for educator-friendly interpretation. Additionally, a short mention of practical implications for teaching or academic decision-making could further strengthen the abstract.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write
here.
	Yes. The manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically robust. The selection of machine learning
models is appropriate, and the evaluation methods, including accuracy metrics, cross-validation, confusion matrices, and statistical significance testing, are correctly applied. The analysis is coherent, and the conclusions are well supported by the reported results.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is adequate and relevant, covering both foundational works and contemporary studies in educational data mining, machine learning, and explainable AI. The inclusion of policy-oriented references (e.g., OECD and UNESCO) adds contextual value. While the references are sufficient, the authors may optionally include one or two recent (2022–2024) empirical studies on explainable learning analytics to further strengthen
the literature review.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	Yes. The manuscript is written in clear and formal academic English. The overall readability is good, and the arguments are well articulated. Minor grammatical and stylistic refinements could improve clarity in some sections, but these do not affect the scientific quality of the work.
	

	Optional/General comments
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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