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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes significantly to the scientific community by providing empirical evidence on how certification standards influence agricultural commodity marketing, particularly in the coffee sector of Burundi. By analysing price differences, export patterns, and market access between certified and non-certified coffee, the study offers valuable insights into the economic benefits of certification schemes such as Organic, Fairtrade, and Rainforest Alliance. The findings enhance the understanding of how compliance with international standards can improve producers income, strengthen participation in global markets, and promote sustainable agricultural practices. The research provides a useful reference for policymakers, researchers, and development organizations seeking to design strategies that enhance competitiveness and sustainability in agricultural value chains.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, title of the article suitable
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the manuscript is generally clear and presents the main objective, data sources, and key findings of the study.

Few improvements could enhance its comprehensiveness and clarity. 
First, the methodological approach should be stated more explicitly, including the use of descriptive statistics and ANOVA to analyze the influence of certification on coffee prices and marketing outcomes. 
Second, the study period (2019–2023) and the sample size of 96 contracts from 33 cooperatives could be mentioned more clearly to strengthen the research context. 
Third, the abstract may briefly highlight the policy or practical implications of the findings, such as the role of certification in improving market access and income for cooperatives. 
Fourth, some numerical details could be slightly condensed to maintain conciseness while retaining the most important results.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound and methodologically acceptable, as it clearly defines the research problem, objectives, hypotheses, and uses appropriate quantitative methods such as descriptive statistics and ANOVA to analyse the effect of certification on coffee prices and market access. The study is based on empirical data from 33 cooperatives and 96 coffee sales contracts between 2019 and 2023, which provides a reasonable dataset to evaluate differences between certified and non-certified coffee marketing outcomes. The statistical analysis supports the conclusions that certification significantly influences coffee prices and export orientation. Minor improvements could strengthen the scientific quality, such as clearer presentation of the methodology, better explanation of statistical assumptions, and correction of some grammatical and formatting inconsistencies in the text and tables. The study provides valid empirical insights into the role of certification standards in agricultural commodity marketing.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited in the manuscript are generally relevant and appropriate for the topic, as they include important studies on coffee certification and its impact on farmers’ income and market access. The reference list could be improved by including more recent literature (2020–2025) to reflect the latest research developments in certification and sustainable coffee value chains. Adding a few recent empirical or review studies on the economic and sustainability impacts of certification would strengthen the scientific foundation of the manuscript and improve its overall relevance.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language quality is suitable for scholarly communication, with clear academic tone and structure, though minor refinements in phrasing and conciseness could further enhance readability.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses an important topic related to the role of certification standards in improving the marketing and competitiveness of coffee in international markets. The study provides useful empirical insights using real contract data from cooperatives, which adds practical value to the research. The manuscript would benefit from careful language editing to improve clarity, grammar, and overall readability. Some tables and explanations of the statistical results could be presented more clearly to enhance understanding for readers. With minor revisions and improved presentation, the manuscript can make a valuable contribution to research on agricultural certification and value chain development.
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