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	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides important long-term evidence on trends and seasonal variability of dust activity in Iraq between 1992 and 2022. Considering Iraq’s proximity to major dust source regions such as the Syrian Desert and the Arabian Peninsula, the study contributes significantly to understanding regional climate dynamics and dust transport processes. Its findings are valuable for improving climate models, supporting environmental management, and informing public health and adaptation policies in the Middle East.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Spatiotemporal Trends and Seasonal Variability of Dust Activity in Iraq (1992–2022)
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Suggested additions:

Clarify the dataset – Briefly mention the number of stations used and the type of dust indicator analyzed (e.g., dust storm frequency, visibility reduction, synoptic codes). This increases transparency.

Quantitative results – If possible, include 1–2 key numerical findings (e.g., percentage of stations with significant trends). Quantitative summaries enhance scientific rigor.

Broader implication – Add one short sentence explicitly linking the findings to climate change assessment, regional circulation (e.g., Shamal winds), or policy relevance in Iraq.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Based on the information provided (title and abstract), the manuscript appears to be scientifically sound in its general design and methodological framework. The use of long-term observations (1992–2022), application of non-parametric trend tests such as the Mann–Kendall test and Sen’s slope estimator, and the explicit consideration of observational bias and interannual variability are all appropriate and widely accepted approaches for dust-climate studies.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Authors should also use new sources related to remote sensing: Authors should definitely cite these articles in their manuscript:
1- DOI: http://doi.org/10.26480/jcleanwas.02.2021.78.84
2- https://doi.org/10.1007/s42797-022-00067-z

3- Evaluating land use plans in line with climate change adaptation policies in the Semnan Urban Region
4- https://doi.org/10.1007/s12524-024-01886-2

5- Spatiotemporal assessment and projection of social vulnerability of cities in Iran
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	1- The statement of the problem should be highlighted.

2- The innovation and purpose of the research should be highlighted.

3- The area should be limited. Cartographic issues should be observed.

4- The data table should be clear and the research flowchart should be presented.

5- The limitations of the research should be stated.

6- The results should be compared with the results of others.
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