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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a significant public health concern in a developing urban community where residents rely on alternative groundwater sources due to inconsistent municipal water supply. By providing localized scientific evidence on the safety of these wells, the study offers critical data for public health protection and informs water management practices in areas vulnerable to anthropogenic contamination. The findings highlight a severe disparity between physical water clarity and microbiological safety, which is essential for community awareness.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is suitable. It is descriptive, clear, and accurately reflects the study's scope, including the specific parameters measured (physicochemical and microbial), the subjects (selected wells), and the precise location (Macabalan, Cagayan de Oro City.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive. It successfully summarizes the research design, specific parameters (pH, temperature, turbidity, TDS, and total coliform), the standards used for comparison (WHO and DENR), and the key findings. It clearly states that while most physicochemical results were compliant, Site C failed certain tests and all sites failed microbial safety standards, leading to the logical conclusion that the water is unsafe without treatment.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears scientifically sound in its approach. It utilizes a quantitative research design with established laboratory protocols, such as the Multiple Tube Fermentation Technique for microbial analysis. The methodology includes necessary steps for accuracy, such as purging stagnant water before collection and maintaining samples at 4 °C during transport. Results are presented as mean values from three replicates, and the comparison against international (WHO) and local (DENR) standards provides a robust framework for evaluation.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and recent. The author includes citations from 2024 and 2025 to support the methodology and the importance of water monitoring. The reference list also includes relevant regulatory documents like the DENR Administrative Order No. 2016-08 and WHO guidelines.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality is suitable for scholarly communication. The text is clear, professional, and effectively uses technical terminology related to environmental science and microbiology.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The conclusion appears so short and the study was not linked to any previous studies related to this research. 

The citations should follow APA format.

I saw numbering of each line and am not sure if this is the required style otherwise these should be deleted. The manuscript should be accepted after these corrections have been made.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)


	


Reviewer details:
Frieyo Omowumi Omotoyosi, Washington State University, USA
Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)


