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PART 1(Importance of the manuscript) 


	
	Comments of the Reviewers
	Author’s Feedback 


	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	What makes this manuscript valuable is that it doesn't just tell us what we already know—that the pandemic hit hospitals hard financially. Instead, it digs deeper to show us why some hospitals weathered the storm while others struggled. By using the DuPont framework to compare three hospitals in Sri Lanka, the authors offer a fresh way of looking at this question, breaking down financial performance into its core components: profitability, efficiency, and leverage. Their finding that how well a hospital used its assets mattered more than how well it managed its margins flips some long-held assumptions on their head. For hospital administrators, policymakers, and investors alike, this work offers a practical, down-to-earth tool for thinking about financial resilience—not just during a once-in-a-century pandemic, but for any crisis that comes down the road.
	














































PART  2.1 (Objective Evaluation)

	


	
	Rating of the Reviewers
	Author’s Feedback 

	1. Is the title clear and appropriate for the study? 
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	
5 = Excellent
The title is clear and accurately reflects the study's scope.
	

	2. Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? 
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	5 = Excellent
The abstract of the article is comprehensive and provides a complete summary of the study.
	

	3. Are the keywords appropriate and useful?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	5 = Good
The keywords are appropriate and useful
	

	4. Is the background information of the paper sufficient and well organized?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	4 = Good
The background information of the paper is sufficient and well organized but a brief explanation of why the DuPont framework is particularly suited to this analysis, beyond its general use in financial management.
	

	5. Are the research objectives/hypotheses clearly stated?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	
5 = Excellent
Research objectives/hypotheses are clearly stated.

	

	6. Is the literature review relevant and up to date?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	4 = Good
The literature review is relevant, but could be strengthened by including more recent (2022-2024) peer-reviewed articles that analyze healthcare financial performance during the pandemic, in emerging markets.
	

	7. Is the research methodology appropriate for the study?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	5 = Excellent
The research methodology is appropriate for the study.
	

	8. Were ethical issues properly addressed (if applicable)?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	5 = Excellent
Ethical issues were properly addressed.

	

	9. Are the results presented clearly? 
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	        5 = Excellent
The results are presented clearly.
	

	10. Are tables and figures clear, relevant, and necessary?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	        5 = Excellent
tables and figures are clear, relevant, and necessary.
	

	11. Does the discussion relate findings to existing literature?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	         4 = Good
The discussion relates to existing findings and literature, but can be improved by a broader range of existing literature on crisis management and organizational flexibility.
	

	12. Are the conclusions supported by the data?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	        5 = Excellent
Conclusions are supported by the data.

	

	13. Are the limitations of the study discussed?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor N/A = Not Applicable
	          3 = Satisfactory
The limitations of the study were discussed, but not comprehensively. e.g., comparability of accounting policies across three different entities, and the exclusion of qualitative factors.
	

	14. Are the references relevant and sufficient (in number)?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor 
N/A = Not Applicable
	      4 = Good
The references are relevant and sufficient, but they can be strengthened by including recent, peer-reviewed journal articles that directly address the topic of healthcare finance during the pandemic.
	

	15. Is the manuscript written in clear and understandable language?
Rating Scale: 
5 = Excellent 4 = Good 3 = Satisfactory 2 = Needs Improvement 1 = Poor 
N/A = Not Applicable
	     5 = Excellent
The manuscript is written in a clear and understandable language.

	






PART  2.2 (Subjective Evaluation)

	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Is the title of the article suitable?

If your answer is NO, please provide a brief, clear suggestion for improvement.
	YES
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? 

If your answer is NO, please provide a brief, clear suggestion for improvement.
	YES
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? 

If your answer is NO, please provide a brief, clear suggestion for improvement.
	YES
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? 
(YES or NO)

If your answer is NO, please provide clear suggestion for improvement.
	NO
While the references are relevant, the manuscript would benefit from recent (2022-2024) peer-reviewed literature. Consider articles from journals like Health Affairs, Journal of Health Economics, or BMC Health Services Research that specifically analyze hospital financial resilience during the COVID-19 pandemic.
	



PART  3: 
	

	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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