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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Studies related to land cover change represent one of the important topics that are widely popular in modern studies due to their importance, in addition to the continuous change in lands, whether agricultural or within cities, which can be attributed to a number of reasons that may be natural or human. These studies represent one of the main objectives in sustainable development studies, which is the study of climate change and the preservation of natural resources.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The summary is broad; brevity is preferred, and any notes will be included in the attached report.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	ECOLOGICAL CHARACTERIZATION AND INDICES OF DEGRADATION IN TWO WATERSHEDS OF SOUTHEASTERN NIGERIA

Review report

1- In introducation : A watershed is an area that drains to a common outlet, supplies water by surface or sub surface flow to a given drainage system or body of water

This phrase should be rephrased because it is redundant with the preceding terms.

2-This paragraph:

( According to Darghout et al. [1], watersheds are complex systems where water, soil, geology, flora, fauna and human natural resource use practices interact. A watershed represents the soil, water bodies and vegetation within a catchment area. It represents the segment of earth surface set apart from adjacent segments by a less clearly defined boundary)

Repeated with what preceded it, it is preferable to shorten the introduction.

This paragraph: It was mentioned in the abstract and in the introduction with the same meaning. -3

As a key part of the global ecosystem, watershed represents a complex and interrelated ecology of plants, animals, soil and climate [13]. Plant community represents an important component which determines to a great extent the stability of watersheds. 4- In this paragraph: Healthy watersheds provide many ecosystem services such as,

Points (1-6): The author did not refer to the scientific source relied upon in the text.

It would be better to combine these two paragraphs-5

-Water quality: Watersheds filter pollutants and store water. 


-Water filtration and wildlife corridors: Riparian forests acts as buffers to nonpoint source pollution and corridors for animal foraging.

6-in Study Area this paragraph:

The author indicates in the footnotes what is meant by this classification.

(Based on Dickson's 2022 classification)

7- In this paragraph: Vegetation Sampling and Analysis

(Soil samples were collected from both sites at three depth intervals: 0–5 cm, 6–10 cm, and 11–15 cm, using a soil auger. Six samples per depth per site were collected)

What is the total number of samples selected in the study?

8- What is the total area of the study area?

9-  in. Data Analysis: A brief definition of this test is provided in the footnotes.

(analyzed using descriptive statistics. One-way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA)).

10- In. Results ,Vegetation Composition and Structure

 this paragraph: This statement needs further clarification.

(structure and potentially a more advanced successional stage or less severe disturbance regime).

11-in Conclusion

this paragraph:

(Such vegetation shifts are commonly associated with reduced ecosystem resilience, diminished carbon storage capacity, and impaired hydrological regulation.)

It is advisable for the author to refer to effects from the study area, given that the examples presented are of a general nature.

12-There are no illustrative figures or diagrams representing the results obtained from the tables and the factors of degradation and change in the land structure in the study area.

13- The author did not include any illustrative maps, with the exception of an administrative map of the area.

14 - One of the important and significant questions for the author is: Why did the author not use technologies such as remote sensing and employ them in producing maps that illustrate change and degradation in the study area? There are many spectral indicators that can be used in this field.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)


	

	Are there competing interest issues in this manuscript?
	no
	

	If plagiarism is suspected, please provide related proofs or web links.
	no
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Accept As It Is: (>9-10)

Minor Revision: (>8-9)

Major Revision: (>7-8)

Serious Major revision: (>5-7)
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