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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses an important issue in educational quality assurance by examining how Internal Quality Assurance (IQA)–driven professional development programs influence teacher autonomy in public secondary schools in Tanzania. The study contributes to the growing discourse on teacher empowerment and professional learning by situating professional development within the framework of Self-Determination Theory (SDT), which emphasizes autonomy, competence, and relatedness as key motivational constructs. The integration of IQA mechanisms with teacher professional development is particularly relevant for education systems in developing contexts where accountability structures often dominate professional learning initiatives. By employing a mixed-methods approach and focusing on the Morogoro region, the study offers empirical insights that may inform policy reforms aimed at strengthening school-based professional development and enhancing teacher agency in instructional decision-making.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the manuscript generally reflects the central variables of the study, namely Internal Quality Assurance-driven professional development and teacher autonomy. However, the current title is relatively long and could be refined to improve clarity, conciseness, and scholarly impact. Additionally, the title does not explicitly reflect the methodological approach employed in the study, which could strengthen its academic specificity. A more concise and focused alternative title could be: “Internal Quality Assurance-Driven Professional Development and Teacher Autonomy: Evidence from Public Secondary Schools in Tanzania.” Such a revision retains the key variables while improving readability and academic precision.


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract provides a general overview of the research topic, objectives, methodology, and findings; however, it requires refinement to improve clarity and completeness. The methodological section should explicitly mention the mixed-methods convergent design and clarify the analytical techniques used for both quantitative and qualitative data. In addition, the results should include more precise empirical indicators rather than general statements about improvements in autonomy. The contribution of the study should also be stated more explicitly, particularly regarding how IQA-driven professional development strengthens teacher agency within hierarchical education systems. Revising the abstract to clearly present the research objective, methodology, key findings with supporting evidence, and policy implications would significantly enhance its effectiveness.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript demonstrates a generally sound conceptual foundation by grounding the study in Self-Determination Theory and linking teacher professional development to autonomy. The mixed-methods research design is appropriate for exploring both the measurable outcomes and contextual dynamics of professional development initiatives. However, several methodological aspects require further clarification to strengthen the scientific rigor of the study. For instance, the quantitative analysis relies primarily on descriptive statistics, which limits the ability to establish stronger empirical relationships between professional development and teacher autonomy. The study would benefit from additional inferential statistical analysis, such as correlation or regression analysis, to provide stronger empirical evidence. Furthermore, clearer justification of the sampling procedure and deeper integration of qualitative findings with quantitative results would improve the methodological robustness of the research.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes several relevant references related to teacher professional development, quality assurance, and teacher autonomy. Nevertheless, the reference list could be strengthened by incorporating more recent studies published in high-impact international journals within the last five years. Some references are policy documents or local studies, which are useful for contextual understanding but should be complemented by broader international scholarship on teacher autonomy and professional development. Including additional empirical research on school-based professional learning communities, teacher agency, and quality assurance frameworks would enhance the theoretical depth and global relevance of the manuscript.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The overall language of the manuscript conveys the intended meaning, but several sections require grammatical editing and stylistic refinement to meet the standards of scholarly academic writing. Some sentences are overly long and contain minor grammatical inconsistencies, while others include repetitive phrasing that reduces clarity. The manuscript would benefit from professional language editing to improve sentence structure, coherence, and academic tone. Particular attention should be given to ensuring consistent terminology, improving transitions between paragraphs, and correcting minor grammatical errors throughout the text.


	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, the manuscript addresses a relevant topic within the field of educational quality assurance and teacher professional development. The study has the potential to contribute valuable insights into how internal quality assurance mechanisms can support teacher autonomy in developing education systems. However, the manuscript would benefit from several improvements, particularly in strengthening the statistical analysis, expanding the discussion section to engage more critically with existing literature, and refining the language for greater clarity. Enhancing the analytical depth and methodological transparency would significantly increase the academic quality and impact of the article.

(The manuscript addresses an important educational issue and demonstrates potential scholarly value; however, significant revisions are required to strengthen the methodological rigor, deepen the discussion of findings, and improve the clarity and precision of the academic language before it can be considered for publication.)
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