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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	It addresses an important regional topic by synthesizing hydrological, ecological, and land use dynamics within watersheds of the Ilocos Region. The review is valuable because it integrates multiple dimensions hydrology, biodiversity, and governance into a single framework, which is often lacking in localized watershed studies. The thematic synthesis provides a useful reference point for researchers, planners, and policymakers working in tropical watershed systems. The paper also highlights research gaps that can guide future interdisciplinary investigations and climate-resilient watershed management strategies.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is suitable, clear, and accurately reflects the scope of the manuscript. No modification is required.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and summarizes the objectives, methodology, key findings, and implications. However, it could be strengthened by briefly mentioning the specific geographic relevance of the Ilocos Region and clarifying that the study applies a structured narrative synthesis rather than empirical analysis. Adding one sentence that explicitly states the main research gaps identified would improve clarity.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound in terms of structure, conceptual framing, and use of established watershed literature. The arguments are logically developed and supported by relevant references. However, greater clarity could be provided in linking global theoretical frameworks more directly to the Ilocos regional context. In some sections, additional region-specific examples or quantitative evidence would strengthen the analysis.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally adequate and include foundational watershed and land change literature. Most citations are appropriate and relevant. However, the inclusion of more recent (post-2021) regional or Southeast Asian watershed studies would improve the currency of the review. Adding region-specific empirical studies from Northern Luzon would further strengthen contextual grounding.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English language quality is generally suitable for scholarly communication. Minor grammatical inconsistencies and formatting issues (e.g., capitalization in section headings) should be corrected during revision. Overall readability is good.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript would benefit from clearer articulation of the governance framework (e.g., multi-level governance or adaptive governance) in the management section. A brief conceptual diagram summarizing the interaction among hydrology, land use, biodiversity, and governance could enhance clarity. Additionally, standardizing section formatting and improving table presentation would improve overall quality.
The manuscript is well-structured and scientifically sound but requires minor improvements in contextual integration, recent references, and formatting
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