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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study reports the first record of Brachyponera obscurans in southern India, extending its known range and strengthening regional biodiversity knowledge. It also highlights the need for further surveys in underexplored areas.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable and clearly reflects the study’s main contribution. However, it could be improved by specifying “Tamil Nadu” or emphasizing the range extension for greater precision.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is clear but would benefit from briefly adding the methodology and the significance of the finding to make it more complete.

Suggestions :

1. Add brief methodological information 

2. Include key findings beyond distribution 

3. Briefly state why this record is important (e.g., filling sampling gaps, improving biodiversity documentation).

4. Replace “extending its known distribution beyond northern states” with a more precise phrasing such as “extending its known distribution from northern India to the Eastern Ghats of southern India.”


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically correct but requires minor revisions to improve clarity and consistency.

Suggestions:

1. Remove repetitions of B. obscurans and ensure clear, mutually exclusive character states.

2. Include clearer information on sampling effort and examination process.

3. Add a short paragraph on ecological implications or biogeographical significance of the range extension.

4. Inconsistent formatting of species names (should always be italicized).

5. Several morphological descriptions lack articles and contain overly long constructions.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are appropriate and mostly recent, but adding a few more up-to-date regional studies would strengthen the manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality is generally understandable, but it is not yet fully suitable for international scholarly communication. The manuscript contains several grammatical errors, sentence fragments, punctuation inconsistencies, awkward phrasing, and formatting issues that affect clarity and professionalism. I have made some improvement suggestions in the manuscript.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript provides a valuable new distribution record and contributes to Indian ant biodiversity knowledge. However, it requires language polishing, formatting corrections, and minor improvements to the abstract and discussion before publication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No, there are no apparent ethical issues in this manuscript.

	


Reviewer details:

Bertin Mikolo, Marien Ngouabi University, Repunlic of the Congo

Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)


