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PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript addresses an important and timely topic: how Global Value Chains influence the competitiveness of herbal-medicine MSMEs in a regionally significant production center. The focus on herbal SMEs in Batu City provides useful empirical insight into the challenges and upgrade pathways for traditional-product firms attempting to enter international markets. Findings and recommended strategies (technology upgrading, certification, networks, managerial capacity, and policy support) have practical value for policymakers, local development agencies, and researchers studying value-chain upgrading in agrifood and traditional-medicine
sectors.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract communicates the general aim, method, major findings, and broad conclusion. To strengthen it: (a) briefly state the qualitative data sources (e.g., number/roles of interviewees and duration), (b) summarize 1–2 concrete findings (for example, the most critical barrier and one successful upgrade strategy), and (c) give a short phrase on the policy implication. This will make the abstract more informative for readers and indexers.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Overall the manuscript is coherent and logically structured, and it correctly applies GVC concepts to the herbal SME context. The Results section would benefit from richer use of participant quotes or concrete examples to support thematic claims.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have
suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript cites foundational literature (Gereffi et al., Porter, OECD, World Bank) and relevant herbal- medicine sources, which is appropriate.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The manuscript is readable and the argument flows logically.
	

	Optional/General comments
	· Add explicit details on sampling (how many firms, owners, selection criteria), interview protocol (themes, average length), and the analytical method (steps in coding, inter-coder checks).
· Results: include illustrative quotations or short case vignettes that demonstrate themes (e.g., a firm that succeeded in obtaining certification and how it affected exports).
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)


	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 

	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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