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	PART 1: Comments

	
	Reviewer’s comment

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.
	This manuscript addresses a highly relevant issue in public sector governance by examining the relationship between internal control systems and financial accountability in a state-owned corporation. Empirical studies focusing on public utilities in developing countries, particularly in African contexts, remain limited; therefore, this research fills an important contextual and geographical gap in the literature. The findings provide practical insights for strengthening governance mechanisms and improving transparency within public institutions. Moreover, the study  contributes  to  ongoing  scholarly  discussions  on  public  financial  management,
institutional effectiveness, and accountability reforms in emerging economies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?
(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	The title is clear, specific, and reflects the main variables and study context. It effectively communicates the scope of the research.

However, for improved academic flow and precision, the following alternative may be considered:

Suggested Alternative Title:
“Internal Control Systems and Financial Accountability in State-Owned Corporations: Evidence from the National Water and Sewerage Corporation, Uganda”

This version is slightly more concise and removes repetition while maintaining clarity.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The abstract covers the general purpose of the study and outlines the key theme. However, it would benefit from greater specificity. The authors are encouraged to clearly state:

· The research design (quantitative, qualitative, or mixed methods)
· Sample size and data collection methods
· Key statistical or analytical techniques used
· Specific major findings (with directional results)
· Brief policy or practical implications

Including these elements would improve clarity, completeness, and scholarly strength of the abstract.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript appears logically structured and scientifically sound. The research objectives are clearly stated and aligned with the methodology and analysis. The theoretical framework supports the study variables, and the findings are reasonably interpreted. However, the methodology section may benefit from additional clarification regarding sampling procedures, validity, reliability testing, and model specification to further strengthen transparency and rigor.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are generally relevant to the study topic. However, the literature review could
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	be strengthened by incorporating more recent studies (preferably from the last 5 years) on:

· Internal control systems in public sector organizations
· Financial accountability in state-owned enterprises
· Governance reforms in developing countries

Including recent peer-reviewed journal articles would enhance the manuscript’s academic depth and contemporary relevance.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?
	The manuscript is generally understandable and communicates the core ideas effectively. However, there are minor grammatical issues, awkward sentence constructions, and occasional repetition that require revision. Professional proofreading or language editing is recommended
to improve clarity, coherence, and academic tone.
	

	Optional/General comments
	The study addresses a relevant and practical issue in public sector accountability and contributes meaningful empirical evidence from a developing country context. With minor revisions focusing on methodological clarification, literature strengthening, and language refinement, the manuscript has the potential to make a valuable contribution to the field.
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