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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript offers valuable insight into the multifactorial barriers to timely rectal cancer diagnosis and treatment in a resource-limited setting, using a well-documented case to illustrate the interplay of clinical, sociocultural, and systemic factors. It underscores how symptom overlap with benign conditions, fragmented care across international boundaries, and stigma surrounding stoma formation can lead to prolonged disease progression even when early-stage cancer is identified. For the scientific community, particularly researchers and clinicians working in low- and middle-income countries, the case highlights the urgent need for integrated surveillance systems, culturally sensitive patient counseling, and robust documentation practices. By drawing comparisons with existing literature, the authors effectively situate local challenges within the broader global context of colorectal cancer care, reinforcing the importance of health system strengthening to improve oncological outcomes.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title is clear and descriptive but is somewhat generic. It could be strengthened by highlighting the core theme of the case—the multifactorial delay caused by the intersection of clinical, cultural, and systemic factors in a resource-limited setting.

Suggested alternative title:

"Delayed Diagnosis and Treatment of Lower Rectal Carcinoma in Nigeria: A Case Report Illustrating the Interplay of Clinical, Cultural, and Systemic Barriers"
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well-structured and provides a clear overview of the case, its context, and the key takeaways. However, it could be made more comprehensive by briefly stating the final histopathological diagnosis in the case summary section, as it is currently mentioned only in the case presentation portion of the main text.

Suggested addition:

In the Case section of the abstract, after "She re-presented in 2026 with recurrent rectal bleeding," I suggest adding: "which was confirmed on histology to be a moderately differentiated adenocarcinoma of the rectum. " This ensures the final diagnosis is clearly stated within the condensed summary.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound and clinically accurate. The case is presented in a logical chronological order, and the clinical findings, diagnostic workup, and histopathological confirmation are clearly described and consistent with the natural history of lower rectal carcinoma. The discussion appropriately contextualizes the case within existing literature, drawing on relevant citations to support the authors' interpretations regarding diagnostic delays, the pitfalls of symptom resolution, and the sociocultural barriers to care. The references are current and relevant to the topic. No factual errors or inconsistencies in the clinical reasoning were identified.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are relevant and support the key arguments made in the discussion, but they are somewhat dated. The most recent cited source is from 2010, which limits the manuscript's ability to reflect the most current global trends or recent regional data on colorectal cancer in Nigeria.

Suggestions for additional or updated references:

For updated global epidemiology: Consider citing the most recent GLOBOCAN data (e.g., "Sung H, et al. Global Cancer Statistics 2020. CA Cancer J Clin. 2021;71(3):209-249") to replace the general WHO reference (Ref 1), which lacks specific data.

For recent Nigerian context: Include a more recent Nigerian study on colorectal cancer presentation and barriers, such as: "Abdulkareem FB, et al. Colorectal cancer in Lagos, Nigeria: A 10-year review of the Lagos State University Teaching Hospital. Niger Postgrad Med J. 2020;27(3):198-204" or similar publications from Ibadan or other major centers to strengthen the regional perspective.

For post-colonoscopy interval cancers: While the Singh et al. (2010) reference is classic, a more recent review on colonoscopy quality and interval cancers could be considered to update this point.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the manuscript are generally suitable for scholarly communication, as the writing is clear, professional, and the clinical narrative is easy to follow. However, there are a few minor grammatical errors and awkward phrasings that could be refined for greater precision and flow. For example, phrases like "due to some psychosocial and cultural factor" should be corrected to "due to psychosocial and cultural factors," and "this may impact significantly on disease prognosis" would read better as "this may significantly impact disease prognosis." A careful revision for such minor grammatical inconsistencies would enhance the overall professionalism of the manuscript.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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