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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes to agricultural and soil science by examining the effect of combining micronutrients with conventional NPK fertilizers on maize productivity. The findings provide useful evidence for improving fertilizer management in nutrient-deficient soils. The study may help support sustainable crop production and better fertilizer recommendations in similar agro ecological regions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article is suitable because it clearly reflects the main focus of the study, which examines the effect of NPK fertilizer and micronutrient amendments on maize growth and yield in a specific agroecological zone. However, it could be improved by making it more concise.

Alternative title: 
Effect of NPK Fertilizer Blends with Secondary and Micronutrients on Maize Growth and Yield in the Semi-Deciduous Zone of Ghana.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract generally summarizes the objective, experimental design, and major findings of the study. However, it is somewhat lengthy and includes excessive methodological details. It would be improved by reducing detailed fertilizer descriptions and focusing more clearly on the key results and the main conclusion. Additionally, the abstract should present the most important yield outcomes more clearly and concisely to highlight the practical significance of the study.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study design (RCBD), fertilizer treatments, and general agronomic methods are acceptable. However, there are several scientific inconsistencies, including unclear nutrient classifications, inconsistencies in treatment numbers and rates, questionable soil data values (e.g., ECEC and nutrient ranges), and weak statistical interpretation. These issues should be corrected before publication.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The manuscript includes several relevant references, but many are old, and more recent studies (2023–2025) on micronutrient fertilization in maize should be included. Recent research shows that micronutrients such as Zn, B, and S significantly influence maize yield, nutrient uptake, and grain quality, supporting the topic of the study.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript requires major English editing and proofreading before publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript investigates the effect of NPK and micronutrient fertilizer blends on maize growth and yield in the semi-deciduous zone of Ghana. The topic is relevant and the field experiment is appropriate. However, the manuscript requires major revision due to language problems, unclear methodology, and inconsistencies in the presentation and interpretation of results.

The manuscript addresses an important topic related to fertilizer management and maize productivity. However, the paper requires major revisions due to language issues, unclear methodological descriptions, and inconsistencies in the presentation of treatments and results. After substantial revision, the manuscript may be suitable for publication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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