



Application of Kusumi Lac production techniques at Kanker district of Chhattisgarh: Paradigm shift from Traditional to Modern 
Abstract – Adopting the recommended kusumi lac production technology will shift the traditional method to the modern production techniques of kusumi lac. Lac is a natural resin obtained from the lac insect (Karria lacca), and Kasumi is one of the strains of the lac insect. The study was conducted in the Kanker district of Chhattisgarh in 2021-2022 to assess the adoption level of respondents that is recommended by the National Institute of Secondary Agriculture (NISA), Namkum, Ranchi, Jharkhand. The study was conducted with 112 lac growers using proportionate random sampling in 2 primary committees, out of which 17 primary committees of Antagarh block of Kanker district. The statistical tests and procedures were used to analyze the data with the help of statistical tools like frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, adoption index, coefficient of correlation, and multiple regression analysis. The study's findings reveal that 56.25 percent of respondents had a medium level of adoption of kusumi lac production technology, and overall adoption was an index of 64.90 percent. Most of the respondents adopted recommended host plants according to strain and Selection of recommended seed lac of all 12 attributes of Kasumi lac growers, nine attributes positively had a significant relationship with adoption, and the remaining three attributes had a significant relation with adoption. 
Key Words : Adoption, kusumi lac production technology, Kanker, correlation and regression.
INTRODUCTION
India is one of the leading countries in the world's agriculture-based economy, with approximately 70 percent of the population entirely dependent on agriculture. However, tribal-dominated areas are surrounded by forests that provide not only food but also nutrition and a source of livelihood for tribal people, as well as benefits to industries. 

Lac is a natural resin secreted by the lac insect. It belongs to the Tachardidae family of the order Hemiptera's super family Coccoidea. Lac is a protective coating that the Insect secretes from its gland. Only three species, Kerria lacca, Kerria chinensis, and Kerria sharda, are used to produce lac in India. Rangeeni and Kusumi are two strains of Kerria lacca that play an essential role in lac production.

India is the major lac producer in the world, accounting for more than 50.00 percent of the world's total lac production. The state of Chhattisgarh is the second-largest producer of lac in India. This contributes about 18 percent of the total lac production of the country, with an annual production of (3,450.61 tons) in India composed of Rangeeni (1265.61 tons) and Kusumi (2185 tons). (Source - Lac, Plant, Resin, and Gums statistics at a Glance 2019, ICAR-IINR, Ranchi Jharkhand India.).

(Tanwar et al. 2021.) Findings showed respondents had a medium adoption level for recommended Rangini lac production technology practices, accounting for 58.40 percent of the overall adoption index. So, it becomes imperative to bridge the existing adoption gap.

The state is also one of the producers of Kusumi lac in the country. Districts like Korba, Bilaspur, Kanker, Jahnagir Champa, Rajnandgaon, and Bastar, which significantly contribute to lac production in the state, are among the lac-producing districts in Chhattisgarh and Kanker district central Kusumi lac-producing district in the country.
The specific objective of the research-
1. To determine the level of adoption of recommended Kusumi Lac production technology. 
2. To ascertain the relationship between attributes of Kusumi lac growers and their level of adoption.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was conducted in 2021–2022 to assess the respondents' adoption recommendations by the National Institute of Secondary Agriculture (NISA), formerly the Indian Institute of Natural Resin Gums Namkum, Ranchi, Jharkhand. This study was conducted in the Antagarh block of the Kanker district of Chhattisgarh due to the highest number of Kusumi lac growers among the other blocks of the district.
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Figure 1 Map of Chhattisgarh
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Figure 2 Map of Selected district (Kanker)
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Figure 3 Map of selected block (Antagarh)
This block comprises 17 primary committees, out of which Kaleparsh and Amabeda were selected because both committees had the highest number of Kusumi lac growers. A list of Kusumi lac growers was prepared with the help of the Forest Department, Kanker. Ten percent of respondents were selected based on a proportionate random sampling method from the primary committees. Thus, a total of 112 Kusumi Lac growers were selected as the sample for the study. The statistical tests and procedures were used to analyze the data with the help of statistical tools like frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, adoption index, coefficient of correlation, and multiple regression analysis.
Extent adoption of recommended Kusumi lac production technology


It refers to the “mental process through which an individual pass from hearing about an innovation to final adoption”- (Rogers, 1995).


It refers to the extent to which recommended procedures were followed. The extent to which lac producers use the recommended lac production technology processes is called adoption. The extent to which the respondents adopted Kusumi lac production was determined by considering the package of methods suggested by the Indian Institute of Natural Resins and Gum, Ranchi to increase lac production.

The recommended 20 key practices were taken, and answers for each practice were obtained on a three-point continuum scale as shown below to measure the extent of adoption.
	S.N
	           Categories
	Score

	   01.
	 Not adopted
	1

	   02.
	Partially adopted 
	2

	   03.
	Fully adopted
	3



Further, the respondents were classified into three categories on the basis of the level of adoption marks obtained by the use of the mean and standard deviation.

         Adoption index = Mean (X̅) ± Standard deviation (S.D)
	S.N
	           Categories
	

	   01.
	Low level of adoption
	<  X̅ - SD

	   02.
	Medium level of adoption
	Between (X̅± S.D)

	   03.
	High level of adoption
	>X̅  + SD


	               Adoption index =
	The sum of the adoption score obtained by the respondent.
	× 100


	
	Maximum possible adoption score obtained by the respondents
	


Mean –


The mean was calculated by multiplying the total number of samples by the sum of the scores. The formula for the Mean is given below:

(Mean) [image: image5.png]



WHERE – 

[image: image7.png]


= Mean

∑X = Sum of scores 

n = Number of cases

Standard Deviation –
The standard deviation is a statistic that calculates the square root of the variance and represents the distribution of data relative to its mean. It is detonated by-
S.D. = [image: image9.png]JZx/n—(Zx)*/n




Where

 x = Deviation of the score from mean 

 n = Number of observations
Karl Pearson’s correlation coefficient (r)–

It will be used to find out the relationship between the independent variable and the dependent variable and will be defined as.
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Where

 r = Correlation coefficient

x = Score of the independent variable

y = Score of the dependent variable

n = Number of observations. 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Application of recommended Kusumi lac production practices proposed by the National Institute of Secondary Agriculture Ranchi Jharkhand (table 01) shows that the overall adoption index of various practices is 64.90 percent. However we can see that highest adoption index, adoption of host plant according to strain 87.20 percent followed by Selection of seed lac 80.95 percent, Identification of phunki lac 78.87 percent, Adoption of recommended crop Cycle 76.79 percent, Removal of phunki lac 74.40 percent, Selection of host plant 71.43 percent, Inoculation seed lac in host plant 71.13 percent, Inoculation of seed lac in proper Time 67.56 percent, Materials used for Inoculation of seed 66.96 percent, Pruning of host plant 63.39 percent, Rodents, Selection of suitable place lac Cultivation 59.23 percent, animals control measures 58.93percent, Scrapping of lac after harvesting and Time of pruning of host plant 57.74 percent, Time of harvesting from host Plant and Use of pruning instrument 57.44 percent, Insect and their controls measures 56.55 percent, Natural outbreaks and their Management 56,25 percent  then most miniature adoption index practices is Storage of lac at suitable place & temperature 52.68 percent and Diseases and their controls 45.24 percent. (figure 4) shows the distribution of respondent according to their level of adoption of different Kasumi lac production practices.
Table 1 Practices Wise adoption index
	No.
	Recommended practices proposed by NISA Ranchi Jharkhand
	Average adoption index

	1.
	Adoption of host plant according to strain
	87.20 %

	2.
	Adoption of recommended crop Cycle
	76.79%

	3.
	Selection of suitable place lac Cultivation
	59.23%

	4.
	Selection of host plant
	71.43%

	5.
	Pruning of host plant
	63.39%

	6.
	Time of pruning of host plant
	57.74%

	7.
	Use of pruning instrument
	57.44%

	8.
	Selection of seed lac
	80.95%

	9.
	Inoculation seed lac in host plant
	71.13%

	10.
	Materials used for Inoculation of seed
	66.96%

	11.
	Inoculation of seed lac in proper Time
	67.56%

	12.
	Identification of Phunki lac
	78.87%

	13.
	Removal of Phunki lac
	74.40%

	14.
	Rodents, animal control measures
	58.93%

	15.
	Insects and their control measures
	56.55%

	16.
	Diseases and their controls
	45.24%

	17.
	Natural Outbreaks and their Management
	56.25%

	18.
	Time of harvesting from the host Plant
	57.44%

	19.
	Scrapping of lac after harvesting
	57.74%

	20.
	Storage of lac at a suitable place temperature
	52.68%

	Overall Adoption Index    = 64.90%
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Figure 4 Distribution of respondents according to their level of adoption of Kusumi Lac production technology

The overall adoption of recommended Kusumi lac production practices data in (table 2) clearly shows that most respondents (56.25%) had a medium adoption of the recommended Kusumi lac production technology. In comparison, 32.14 percent and 11.61% had low and high levels of adoption, respectively.
Table 2 Distribution of respondents according to their level of adoption of recommended Kusumi lac production technology











(N=112)
	S.N
	Categories
	Frequency                      
	     Percent                 

	01.
	Low level  of adoption ( up to 30 scores)
	          36
	     32.14 

	02.
	Medium level of adoption ( 31 to 48 score)
	          63
	     56.25

	03.
	High  level of adoption ( above 48 scores)
	          13
	     11.61

	
	Total
	         112
	     100.00

	Mean  =   38.94                                     Standard deviation  = 9.38
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Figure 5 Distribution of respondents according to their extent adoption of recommended Kusumi lac production technology
Relationship between adoption level and their attributes
Coefficient of correlation -

The correlation between adoption level and other dependent variables is revealed in Table 3, where variables age, family size, and scientific orientation were found to have no significant relationship with adoption, but land holding and annual income were found to have a positive and significant relation with adoption at 0.05 level of probability. The positive significant relation shows that the adoption will increase when the above variable land holding and annual income level increases.

However, the variable education, social participation, occupation, knowledge about kusumi lac production technology, marketing behaviour, extension contact, and mass media exposure were found to positively and significantly correlate with adoption at 0.01 level of probability. 

Findings indicate that out of 12 variables, 9 had a positive and significant relationship with adopting the recommended Kasumi lac production technology.   
Table 3 Coefficient correlation and multiple regressions between the independent variable and adoption of recommended Kusumi lac production technology
	S.N
	Independent variables
	Coefficient of correlation
‘’r’’ value
	Regression coefficient
“b” value
	“t” value

	01.
	Age
	-0.112 NS
	0.049
	0.904

	02.
	Education
	0.244**
	0.015
	-0.239

	03.
	Family size
	-0.157 NS
	0.006
	-0.116

	04.
	Social participation
	0.319**
	0.131*
	2.529

	05.
	Occupation
	0.307**
	0.093*
	1.736

	06.
	Landholding
	0.228*
	0.049
	0.909

	07.
	Annual income
	0.235*
	-0.009
	-0.166

	08.
	Scientific orientation
	0.044 NS
	0.022
	0.455

	09.
	Knowledge about Kusumi lac
production technology
	0.855**
	0.767**
	12.173

	10.
	Marketing behaviour
	0.583**
	0.078*
	1.226

	11.
	Extension contact
	0.252**
	-0.032
	-0.598

	12.
	Mass media exposure
	0.245**
	0.020
	0.319


**Significant at 0.01 level of probability                                                           R2 = 0.770
* Significant at 0.05 level of probability
Multiple regressions –

The R2 value 0.770 indicates that all 12 independent variables jointly contribute towards the adoption of the recommended Kasumi lac production technology up to the extent of 77 percent. 

The data presented in table 3 reveals that out of 12 variables under the study, only three variables, namely social participation, occupation, and marketing behaviour, had positive and significant contributions towards adoption at 0.05per cent level of significance, it was also observed that only one variable knowledge about Kasumi lac production technology shows positive and significant contribution towards adoption at 0.01per cent level of significance.

 The other eight variables, namely age, education, family size, land holding, annual income, scientific orientation, extension contact, and mass media, had no significant contribution toward adoption. 





CONCLUSION

It is concluded that the overall adoption index is 64.90 percent. Most respondents adopted recommended host plants according to strain and Selection of recommended seed lac. Very few respondents adopted diseases and their control measures and Insects and their control measures. A maximum of 56.25 percent of respondents had a medium level of adoption of kusumi lac production technology. The variables education, land holding, annual income, social participation, occupation, Knowledge about Kusumi lac production technology and marketing behaviour, extension contact, and mass media exposure were found to have a positive and significant relationship with the adoption of recommended Kusumi lac production technology. All the 12 independent variables jointly contribute towards the adoption of the recommended Kasumi lac production technology up to the extent of 77 percent. The variables social participation, occupation, marketing behaviour and had knowledge about Kasumi lac production technology shows positive and significant contribution towards adoption. From positive and significant contribution it can be inferred that one unit increase in social participation would consequently increase adoption of recommended Kasumi lac production technology by 0.13 unit and vice versa.
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