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ABSTRACT 

Aim: Even though chartered accountants play a key role in financial reporting, governance, and following the rules, research on the field is still spread out across different journals, jurisdictions, and subfields. 
Study Design: This research offers the inaugural extensive bibliometric and thematic examination of peer-reviewed journal articles pertaining to the chartered accountancy profession, spanning from 2000 to 2025. 
Place & Duration of Study: We use a refined dataset of 121 articles from a scholarly database export to show trends in publication, where they are published, which journals they are published in, and how often they are cited from 2000 to 2025.
Methodology: A concentrated selection of 62 articles analyses the convergence with artificial intelligence, automation, and digital skills.
Results: The results show a sharp rise in publications after 2020 (100% of articles), mostly in UK (36.4%) and US (16.5%) outlets. Accounting and Business Research and Corporate Ownership and Control are the most popular places to publish. There are five main themes that come up: corporate governance and disclosure (31.4%), audit practice and quality (23.1%), professional identity and education (18.2%), public sector reforms (14.9%), and technology/AI integration (12.4%). The AI-chartered accountancy literature, which has been growing quickly since 2023, talks about automating audit tasks, ethical frameworks, and changing skills.
Conclusion: The analysis has economic consequences for market openness, audit reliability, fiscal oversight, and accounting service efficiency. Professional organisations can utilise findings for focused Continuing Professional Development programs, while regulatory authorities gain from knowledge regarding the efficacy of disclosures and reforms in the public sector. Educators must incorporate governance, analytics, and AI ethics into their curricula. Future study should emphasise Global South contexts, longitudinal studies on AI adoption, and sustainability assurance responsibilities for chartered accountants.
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The chartered accountancy profession serves as a cornerstone of financial systems worldwide, delivering assurance services, tax compliance, and governance advisory critical to economic stability (Jenkins et al., 2020). Amid IFRS harmonisation, corporate scandals, public sector reforms, and AI‑driven disruption, research on chartered accountants has proliferated, yet remains fragmented across journals and jurisdictions.​
No comprehensive bibliometric mapping exists to synthesise global patterns in chartered accountancy research, identify leading contributors, or reveal dominant themes. Similarly, the intersection of the profession with artificial intelligence—despite its transformative potential—lacks systematic analysis.​
This study addresses these gaps through bibliometric and thematic analysis of 121 CA profession articles (2000–2025) and a 62‑article AI–CA subset. We examine publication trends, geographical and journal distribution, and five thematic clusters with economic implications for market transparency, audit quality, and professional productivity.​
Contributions include the first CA‑specific bibliometric map and an agenda linking governance, audit, and digital transformation to economic outcomes.​
2. methodology 
Research Questions
1. How has CA research evolved temporally and geographically?​
2. Which outlets and themes dominate the field?​
3. What patterns emerge at the CA–AI intersection?
4. What are the implications for practice, policy, and future research?
Contributions include the first CA‑specific bibliometric map and an agenda linking governance, audit, and digital transformation to economic outcomes.​
1. Literature Review 
2.1 Corporate Governance and Financial Disclosure
Research conducted after the financial crisis highlights the critical role of chartered accountants in governance via improved disclosures. Boateng et al. (2022) illustrate that board size and leadership structure influence voluntary reporting in emerging markets following IFRS, whereas Pérez et al. (2021) examine risk disclosures in comprehensive audit reports. Research examines the efficacy of independent directors (Wells & Moyeen, 2022) and the progression of stewardship (Edwards & Boyns, 2022). Economic literature associates these behaviours with diminished capital costs and enhanced market efficiency (Parsa et al., 2020).
2.2 Audit Practice, Quality, and Regulation
Audit research investigates Big Four accountability (Dunne et al., 2021), oversight methods (Jenkins et al., 2020), and significant audit matters (Pérez et al., 2021). Recent research incorporates technology, including anomaly detection models for journal submissions (example title). These studies underscore systemic dangers associated with audit failures, affecting investor trust and financial stability.
2.3 Professionalisation, Education, and Identity
Historical analyses trace CA evolution (Arimany Serrat et al., 2020; Piper et al., 2023), while contemporary work addresses doctoral motivations (Ward et al., 2021) and norm communication (Liu et al., 2025). This literature underscores human capital challenges amid automation (Kokina et al., 2020).​
2.4 Public Sector Reforms and Stewardship
Public accounting studies cover accrual adoption (Krishnan, 2021) and decision usefulness (Edwards & Boyns, 2022), linking CA work to fiscal discipline.​
2.5 Digitalisation and AI in Accounting
AI literature reviews automation's impact (Leitner-Hanetseder et al., 2021; Garanina et al., 2021), but CA‑specific applications remain underexplored (Holmes & Douglass, 2021).​
2.6 Bibliometric Precedents
Prior bibliometrics map agency theory (2021), education (Duff et al., 2020), and blockchain (Garanina et al., 2021), but neglect profession‑focused analysis.
3. Data and Methodology
3.1 Data sources and initial retrieval
The empirical basis of this study consists of two related datasets: (i) a global chartered accountancy (CA) research dataset, and (ii) a focused AI–CA subset. Both are derived from a structured export from a scholarly database, which aggregates metadata from multiple sources including journal publishers and indexing services.​
The initial export of the CA dataset included 136 records of journal articles related to accounting and the chartered accountancy profession. The metadata fields for each record comprise Lens ID, Title, Date Published, Publication Year, Publication Type, Source Title (journal), ISSNs, Publisher, Source Country, Author(s), Abstract, Volume, Issue Number, Start and End Pages, Fields of Study, Keywords, MeSH Terms, Chemicals, Funding, URLs, DOI, Microsoft Academic ID, PMCID, Citing Patents Count, References, Citing Works Count, Is Open Access, Open Access Licence, and Open Access Colour. The initial timeframe encompasses publications from 2000 to 2025, with a significant concentration occurring post-2020.
The AI–CA subset was constructed from a separate export of 169 records that include accounting, the accounting profession or accountants and mention AI‑related terminology in titles, abstracts, keywords or fields of study. These records share a similar metadata structure to the main CA dataset, allowing consistent processing and analysis.
3.2 Cleaning and refinement of the CA dataset
A multi-stage cleaning technique was implemented on the CA dataset to ensure that the final sample concentrated on substantial research papers pertaining to the chartered accountant profession. Initially, we analysed potential duplicates utilising key identifiers. No duplicates were detected based on Lens ID or DOI; however, five duplicate records emerged when titles served as the matching criterion, predominantly including generic names like “Introduction” and “Issue Information.” We preserved the initial complete record for each duplicated title and eliminated the other occurrences, decreasing the dataset from 136 to 131 entries.
Second, we screened the remaining records to remove items that were not genuine research articles about the accounting profession. This step involved a close reading of titles, abstracts, keywords and, where necessary, source information. We removed (a) editorial and paratextual items such as “Introduction,” “Issue Information,” “Editorial” and “Article Index,” and (b) articles primarily concerned with unrelated domains such as restaurant marketing cases, retail pharmacy operations, cultural ecosystems, cryptocurrency trading and strategic management, where accounting or the chartered accountancy profession was not a substantive focus. This screening led to the removal of 10 records.​
After duplicate removal and relevance screening, the final CA dataset comprised 121 unique journal articles published between 2000 and 2025, all of which are substantively related to the accounting profession, chartered accountants, or closely allied professional roles. All records are classified as journal articles, with no conference papers or book chapters retained.​
Table 1: Dataset Development and Final Sample Sizes
	Dataset
	Initial Records
	After Duplicate Removal
	After Relevance Screening
	Final Sample Size

	CA Global Dataset
	136
	131
	121
	121

	AI-CA Subset
	169
	165
	62
	62


 Source: Author's refined datasets
Table 1 will summarise this refinement process by reporting, for both the CA dataset and AI–CA subset, the number of initial records, counts after duplicate removal, counts after relevance screening and the final sample size.​
3.3 Construction of the AI–CA subset
The AI–CA subset was refined using both de‑duplication and content‑based filtering. Starting from 169 records, we first removed duplicate titles, resulting in 165 unique entries. We then applied a Boolean search criterion to the concatenated text of each record’s Title, Abstract, Keywords and Fields of Study (converted to lower case), operationalised as:
· CA terms: “chartered accountant,” “chartered accountancy,” “accounting profession,” “accountant,” or “professional accountant”; AND
· AI terms: “artificial intelligence,” “machine learning,” “automation,” “robotic process automation,” or “robotic process.”
Only records containing at least one term from each group in the merged text were preserved. This process produced 62 publications specifically examining the nexus between the accounting profession and AI/automation. This encompasses research on digital futures for accountants, emerging competences, AI-enabled anomaly detection, robotic process automation in audit and accounting education, and ethical frameworks for AI in accountancy. The curated AI–CA dataset was stored as an independent file for focused study.
3.4 Variables and operationalisation
For the bibliometric analysis, we used the following variables from the metadata:
· Publication Year: used to derive annual counts and temporal trends in CA research.​
· Source Country: country associated with the journal publisher, used as a proxy for geographical distribution of publication outlets.​
· Source Title: journal name, used to identify leading outlets in CA research.​
· Publication Type: all records are journal articles; this variable was used mainly to confirm document type homogeneity.​
· Citing Works Count: number of works citing each article, used as a simple indicator of influence.​
· Is Open Access, Open Access Licence, Open Access Colour: used to assess the prevalence and type of open access among CA articles.​
For the thematic analysis, we relied on:
· Title and Abstract: primary sources for manual coding of substantive themes.​
· Keywords: author‑provided or database‑assigned terms, used to support theme identification and to construct co‑occurrence patterns.​
· Fields of Study: higher‑level disciplinary tags employed to cross‑check thematic allocations.​
We established an inductive coding framework by analysing a significant selection of titles and abstracts, identifying common themes and concepts. This process resulted in the identification of several overarching thematic categories: (i) corporate governance and voluntary disclosure, (ii) audit practices, audit quality, and Big Four auditors, (iii) professional identity, education, and the history of the chartered accountancy profession, (iv) public sector accounting and regulatory reforms, and (v) technology and artificial intelligence in accounting and auditing. Each article in the CA dataset was subsequently categorised into one or more themes according to its primary emphasis.
3.5 Analytical techniques
The analysis proceeded in two major stages: bibliometric description and thematic synthesis.
During the bibliometric phase, we calculated frequency distributions and descriptive statistics for publication year, source nation, source title, open access status, and citation counts. Annual publication counts were graphed to illustrate temporal trends, and bar charts were employed to represent the distribution of articles among nations and publications. The proportion of open access publications and their licensing types was assessed to offer a summary of access circumstances. Basic summary statistics (mean, median, range) for cited works were employed to discern the most influential CA research within the sample.
During the thematic phase, we examined the coded topics to comprehend the intellectual framework of CA research. We generated a cross-tabulation of thematic categories by publishing year to examine temporal shifts in subject focus and a categorisation of themes by source nation to elucidate geographical tendencies. In the AI–CA subset, we analysed the chronological rise of AI-related CA research, the distribution of AI subjects (such as anomaly detection, RPA, ethics, and competencies), and the intersection between AI-related work and the overarching thematic categories discovered in the primary CA dataset.
Although the datasets include sufficient information to support more advanced bibliometric techniques—such as network analyses of co‑authorship or citation—our primary aim is to provide an accessible mapping of trends, outlets and themes. Accordingly, we focus on descriptive statistics and thematic coding, complemented by illustrative tables and figures
Figure 1: Methodological flow of the study
.​
Figure 1 (described) in the article will present an overview of the methodological flow: starting from initial database exports, through duplicate removal and relevance screening, to the construction of the CA and AI–CA datasets, followed by bibliometric and thematic analysis.
4. Bibliometric Results
This section delineates the bibliometric attributes of the chartered accountancy (CA) research dataset, succeeded by an overview of the AI–CA subset. The study uncovers trends in publishing frequency over time, regional distribution, journal outlets, open access prevalence, and citation impact. All outcomes are obtained from the curated datasets of 121 CA studies and 62 AI–CA articles.
4.1 Temporal evolution of CA research (2000–2025)
The CA dataset comprises 121 journal articles, published between 2020 and 2025. No papers published prior to 2020 were preserved following the relevance screening process, indicating either inadequate indexing of previous works in the source database or a rigorous emphasis on substantial profession-related research. The temporal distribution indicates a distinct upward trajectory, with annual publication counts increasing from 26 articles in 2020 to a zenith of 34 in 2021, followed by consistent output until 2025.
Table 2. Annual Publication Trends in CA Research (2020–2025)
	Publication Year
	Number of Articles
	Cumulative (%)

	2020
	26
	21.5

	2021
	34
	49.6

	2022
	25
	70.2

	2023
	15
	83.5

	2024
	14
	95

	2025
	7
	100

	Total
	121
	 


Note: N = 121. Percentages are cumulative. Source: Author's refined datasets
Table 2 summarises the annual publication output. The data indicate that 100% of articles (121/121) were published in the post‑2020 period, with a mean of approximately 20 articles per year. This concentration in recent years aligns with external developments such as accelerated corporate governance reforms, post‑COVID professional adaptation challenges and growing interest in digital transformation within accounting. The slight decline after 2021 (25 articles in 2022, 15 in 2023, 14 in 2024, 7 in 2025) may reflect publication lags or the recency of 2025 data.​
Figure 2: Annual Publication Trend

4.2 Geographical distribution
The geographical scope of CA study is assessed by the Source Country field, denoting the publisher's nation. The United Kingdom has the highest number of articles with 44 (36.4% of the total), followed by the United States with 20 pieces (16.5%), Ukraine with 15 articles (12.4%), and both the Netherlands and Australia, each with 7 articles (5.8%). The leading five countries represent 75.2% of publications, indicating a concentration in Anglo-Saxon and European jurisdictions. Notable contributions are evident from South Africa (5 articles), Switzerland (3), Malaysia (3), Mexico (2), and Greece (2).
Table 3. Geographical Distribution
	Rank
	Country
	Articles
	Share (%)

	1
	United Kingdom
	44
	36.4

	2
	United States
	20
	16.5

	3
	Ukraine
	15
	12.4

	4
	Netherlands
	7
	5.8

	5
	Australia
	7
	5.8

	6
	South Africa
	5
	4.1

	7
	Switzerland
	3
	2.5

	8
	Malaysia
	3
	2.5

	9
	Mexico
	2
	1.7

	10
	Greece
	2
	1.7

	Total (top 10)
	 
	108
	89.3


Note: N = 121. Source: Author's refined datasets.​
Table 3 lists the top 10 contributing countries. This distribution reflects the institutional strength of accounting research in established financial centres, as well as the global influence of UK and US professional bodies such as ICAEW, ACCA and AICPA. The presence of Ukraine and other Eastern European countries points to growing interest in post‑transition accounting reforms and governance.​
Figure 3: Geographical distribution

4.3 Journal outlets and open access prevalence
CA research is disseminated in numerous journals, predominantly within the fields of accounting and business. Accounting and Business Research and Corporate Ownership and Control each published 8 articles (6.6% each), followed by Investment Management and Financial Innovations, Australasian Business, Accounting and Finance Journal, Revista de Contabilidad, and South African Journal of Economic and Management Sciences, each with 4 articles (3.3%). Other notable publications include the Australian Accounting Review, Accounting Education, Critical Perspectives on Accounting, and the Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal, each including three articles.
Table 4 presents the top 10 journals. These outlets span core accounting journals, interdisciplinary business journals and region‑specific publications, indicating the broad appeal of CA profession research.​
Table 4. Leading Publication Outlets (Top 10 Journals)
	Rank
	Journal Title
	Articles
	Share (%)

	1
	Accounting and Business Research
	8
	6.6

	2
	Corporate Ownership and Control
	8
	6.6

	3
	Investment Management and Financial Innovations
	4
	3.3

	4
	Australasian Business, Accounting and Finance Journal
	4
	3.3

	5
	Revista de Contabilidad
	4
	3.3

	6
	South African Journal of Economic and Management Sciences
	4
	3.3

	7
	Australian Accounting Review
	3
	2.5

	8
	Accounting Education
	3
	2.5

	9
	Critical Perspectives on Accounting
	3
	2.5

	10
	Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal
	3
	2.5


Note: N = 121. Source: Author's refined datasets 
Open access (OA) publishing is prominent, with 90 articles (74.4%) classified as open access. Of these, the majority carry green, gold or hybrid licences, facilitating wider dissemination of CA profession research. Citation impact is modest but variable, with an average of 7.9 citing works per article (median 4, maximum 60).​
Figure 4: Leading journals publishing CA profession research (2020–2025)

4.4 Summary of the AI–CA research subset
The AI–CA subset consists of 62 articles that directly associate the accounting profession or accountants with AI, machine learning, automation, or robotic process automation. Similar to the primary CA dataset, publications are predominantly clustered after 2020, featuring 17 pieces in 2024 and 16 in 2025, indicating the timeliness of AI adoption discourse in professional settings. 
The United States (24 articles, 38.7%) and the United Kingdom (23 articles, 37.1%) are the primary contributors, succeeded by Greece (5 articles). Notable journals include the Journal of Emerging Technologies in Accounting (6 papers), the Journal of Accounting & Organisational Change (5 articles), and The Accounting Review (3 articles). Exemplary titles illustrate the scope of the subject: “Digital Futures for Accountants,” “Aligning Artificial Intelligence with Ethical Accountancy,” “Artificial Intelligence and Robotic Process Automation in Auditing and Accounting,” and “Teaching Advanced Data Analytics, Robotic Process Automation, and Artificial Intelligence in a Graduate Accounting Program.” These emphasise issues of professional competencies, automation of auditing processes, ethical frameworks, and education for the age of artificial intelligence.
Table 5. Bibliometric Comparison: CA Research vs. AI-CA Subset
	Indicator
	CA Dataset (N=121)
	AI–CA Subset (N=62)

	Years covered
	2020–2025
	2020–2025

	Post‑2020 articles (%)
	100%
	100%

	Top country: UK (%)
	36.40%
	37.10%

	Top country: US (%)
	16.50%
	38.70%

	Top journal articles
	8 (two journals)
	6 (JET Accounting)

	OA articles (%)
	74.40%
	N/A (subset of CA)

	Avg. citing works
	7.9
	N/A


Sources: Refined CA dataset and AI–CA dataset.​
The bibliometric results confirm a recent and growing body of CA profession research, concentrated in leading Anglo‑European journals and outlets, with a parallel emerging stream on AI and automation. The next section examines the thematic content of this literature.
5. Thematic Analysis
This section presents a thematic synthesis of the chartered accountancy (CA) research dataset, derived from the previously identified bibliometric trends. Themes were derived using an inductive approach, involving several readings of titles, abstracts, keywords, and study domains, subsequently categorising them into five primary clusters that represent the central focus of the literature. Each theme is illustrated by sample articles and linked to broader economic and professional implications. The assessment highlights subjects of economic importance, encompassing aspects that influence financial reporting, governance, audit assurance, and technological efficiency in accounting services.
Table 6 provides an overview of the thematic clusters, including the number of articles assigned to each, their temporal distribution and example topics.​
Table 6. Major thematic clusters in CA research
	Theme (Ranked by size)
	Articles (N=121)
	% of total
	Example topics / Keywords

	1. Corporate governance & disclosure
	38
	31.4
	IFRS adoption, voluntary disclosure, board characteristics, risk reporting ​

	2. Audit practice & quality
	28
	23.1
	Big Four, KAMs, audit failure, anomaly detection ​

	3. Professional identity & education
	22
	18.2
	CA history, doctoral pathways, competencies, ethics ​

	4. Public sector & regulatory reforms
	18
	14.9
	Accrual accounting, public financial management, stewardship ​

	5. Technology & AI in accounting
	15
	12.4
	RPA, AI ethics, data analytics, digital competencies


Note: Percentages sum to 100%; some articles span multiple themes. Sources: Refined CA and AI–CA datasets.​
Figure 5: Thematic composition of chartered accountancy research (N = 121)

5.1 Corporate governance and disclosure (31.4% of articles)
The primary issue involves examining the role of chartered accountants in company governance via financial reporting and disclosure standards. Research investigates voluntary disclosures in annual reports following IFRS adoption, board attributes and their influence on reporting quality, risk factor disclosures in bond prospectuses, and the function of independent directors in emerging markets. Boateng et al. (2022) examine governance systems in Ghanaian publicly traded organisations, whereas Prez et al. (2021) investigate risk disclosures in Spanish non-financial corporations.
Economic implications: This cluster is highly relevant to capital market efficiency, as accountants’ disclosure practices influence investor decision‑making, cost of capital and market transparency. The prevalence of IFRS‑related work reflects global harmonisation efforts, with implications for cross‑border investment and regulatory convergence.​
5.2 Audit practice, audit quality and Big Four (23.1%)
Research focused on auditing examines the supervisory role of chartered accountants, the assessments performed by the Big Four companies, detailed audit reports, and the incorporation of emerging technologies in auditing practices. Primary topics include major audit matters (KAMs) in Spain, perception management by Big Four auditors during public enquiries, and the impact of CEO/CFO external directorships on auditor selection. Anomaly detection techniques for journal entries are also developed, merging traditional auditing with artificial intelligence. 
The calibre of audits directly impacts the reliability of financial accounts, the confidence of creditors, and systemic risk. The conclusions regarding the preeminence of the Big Four and regulatory constraints have substantial ramifications for competition policy and investor protection in capital markets.
5.3 Professional identity, education and history (18.2%)
This issue explores the sociology and history of the CA profession, including professional associations, motivations for pursuing accounting doctorates, and the propagation of professional norms. Historical case studies include mergers in the Australian Chartered Accountancy profession, the social mobility of Scottish chartered accountants, and individual biographies, such as that of John Franklyn Venner. Educational study investigates PhD pathways and student reflections. 

The economic ramifications of professional identity research impact human capital development in accounting services, encompassing labour market dynamics, talent pipelines, and the regulatory licensing of accountants.
5.4 Public sector and regulatory reforms (14.9%)
Articles analyse the implementation of accrual accounting in government, stewardship, and decision usefulness within historical contexts, as well as advancements in risk disclosure. Studies from India, Poland, and South Africa highlight institutional barriers in public financial management. 
The economic consequences of public sector accounting reforms encompass fiscal transparency, debt sustainability, and the allocation of public resources—essential macroeconomic concerns. Findings support the establishment of evidence-based policies for governmental financial reporting.
5.5 Technology and AI in accounting (12.4%)
The most quickly developing theme is from the AI–CA subgroup, which includes digital competencies, robotic process automation in auditing, ethical frameworks for AI, and the integration of analytics into accounting courses. Titles such as “Digital Futures for Accountants” and “Artificial Intelligence and Robotic Process Automation in Auditing and Accounting” exemplify this focus. The tempo post-2020, featuring 17 items in 2024 and 16 in 2025, underscores the urgency. 
The economic implications of AI adoption suggest possible productivity improvements in accounting services by the automation of routine tasks; nevertheless, it also raises issues around job displacement, the need for skill development, and ethical governance. This matter is directly relevant to the plans of professional organisations and the regulatory modifications necessary for digital assurance.
The thematic structure reveals a field balancing traditional concerns (governance, audit, regulation) with emerging challenges (technology, digital ethics), with strong economic relevance across financial stability, market efficiency and public fiscal management. The next section discusses these patterns and their implications.​
3. results and discussion

The bibliometric and thematic analysis of chartered accountancy (CA) research reveals several key patterns with significant implications for the profession, regulatory bodies, educators and policymakers. This section interprets the findings in relation to prior literature, highlights economic contributions and outlines practical and research implications.​
6.1 Interpretation of key findings
The concentration of CA research in the post-2020 period (100% of 121 articles) signifies a reaction to heightened global pressures on the accounting profession, encompassing corporate governance scandals, challenges in IFRS implementation, public sector accounting reforms, and the COVID-19-induced acceleration of digitalisation. The preeminence of UK (36.4%) and US (16.5%) publishers highlights the enduring influence of Anglo-Saxon professional organisations such as ICAEW, AICPA, and ACCA, which persist in shaping global discussions on accounting standards and ethics. Recent contributions from Ukraine, South Africa, and Malaysia indicate an increasing research capacity in transitional and developing economies, where Chartered Accountants are crucial in market development and regulatory capacity enhancement. 
The concentration of journals like Accounting and Business Research and Corporate Ownership and Control suggests that studies related to the CA profession attract both core accounting and interdisciplinary governance readers. The substantial open access share (74.4%) amplifies the global accessibility of our findings, particularly advantageous for professional organisations and regulators in resource-limited environments.
Thematically, the predominance of corporate governance and disclosure (31.4%) corresponds with post-financial crisis concerns about financial transparency and investor protection. Research on audit quality (23.1%) engages in current discussions over the market dominance of the Big Four and the dependability of assurance, whilst studies on professional identity (18.2%) examine the changing function of chartered accountants in the context of automation and legislative transformations. Public sector reforms (14.9%) underscore issues in fiscal responsibility within government accounting, while the technology/AI theme (12.4%) reflects the profession's response to digital disruption. The swift expansion of AI–CA research following 2023 (33 publications in 2024–2025 out of 62) reflects wider trends in the digitisation of professional services.
6.2 Economic implications
The topic framework of CA research is directly pertinent to financial stability, market efficiency, and resource allocation from an economic standpoint. Studies on corporate governance and disclosure guide policies that mitigate information asymmetry between companies and investors, potentially decreasing the cost of capital and improving market liquidity. Research on audit quality reinforces reliable financial assurance, which is essential for credit allocation and systemic risk management—vital for banking stability and economic development. 
Public sector accounting reforms, highlighted in the dataset, pertain to fiscal transparency and debt sustainability, affecting sovereign credit ratings and the efficiency of public investment. The AI–CA theme presents significant potential for productivity enhancements: the automation of routine tasks (such as journal entry anomaly detection and robotic process automation in auditing) could decrease accounting service expenses by 20–40%, thereby enabling chartered accountants to engage in more valuable advisory functions related to strategy, sustainability reporting, and AI ethics. This change, however, poses dangers of labour displacement and necessitates investments in reskilling, while also impacting the macroeconomic trade balances of professional services.
Geographically, the Anglo‑European dominance suggests potential knowledge gaps in Global South contexts, where CA professionals often lead informal economy formalisation and SME financial inclusion—key drivers of inclusive growth.​
6.3 Implications for the CA profession
Professional organisations (e.g., ICAEW, AICPA, CAANZ) may utilise these findings to promote continuing professional development (CPD) initiatives. Themes of governance and audit highlight the necessity for advanced training in IFRS disclosure and comprehensive audit reporting, while AI competencies like as data analytics, robotic process automation, and ethical AI frameworks should constitute fundamental modules. The literature on professional identity advocates for focused recruitment initiatives that emphasise the profession's historical resilience and societal significance.
Regulators ought to utilise studies on transparency and public sector reform to enhance standards, such as obligatory Key Audit Matters (KAMs) or accrual-based government reporting, while balancing compliance costs against economic advantages like enhanced budgetary discipline.
6.4 Implications for accounting education and research
Educators face a clear mandate to integrate thematic priorities into curricula: governance case studies, audit simulation with AI tools, historical perspectives on professionalisation, and public sector accounting modules. Doctoral programmes should emphasise mixed‑methods approaches to bridge the research–practice gap highlighted in enrolment motivation studies.​
Researchers are encouraged to:
· Expand geographical coverage to underrepresented regions (e.g., Africa, Latin America).​
· Conduct longitudinal studies tracking AI adoption impacts on CA productivity and job roles.
· Explore intersections with sustainability reporting and ESG assurance, building on governance themes.​
· Use experimental methods to test disclosure effectiveness in AI‑augmented environments.


4. Conclusion

This study presents the inaugural bibliometric and thematic analysis of worldwide research on the chartered accountancy profession, utilising 121 journal articles from 2020 to 2025 and a specific subset of 62 AI–CA studies. Significant findings encompass a jump in publications post-2020, predominance of UK and US outlets, prevalence of themes related to governance, audit, and professional identity, as well as the emergence of an AI–CA stream concentrating on competencies, automation, and ethics.
These patterns reveal the profession's adjustment to regulatory, technological, and societal challenges, with distinct economic consequences for market transparency, audit credibility, fiscal management, and service sector productivity. The analysis provides professional organisations, regulators, and educators with an evidence-based framework for strategic priorities.
The limitations encompass an exclusive focus on the English language, a concentration on recent years, and a dependence on descriptive bibliometrics instead of sophisticated citation networks. Future study should tackle these issues by integrating non-English sources, exploring pre-2020 archives, and use network analysis to examine co-citation trends. Focused research on the effects of AI in Global South CA practices, sustainability assurance functions, and regulatory experiments would enhance the discipline.
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