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ABSTRACT 

	Aims: This study examined the effectiveness of storytelling through video presentations as a pedagogical strategy to enhance English comprehension skills among intermediate-grade learners. It specifically investigated whether integrating visual and auditory elements in storytelling could improve learners’ comprehension performance.
Study design:  A one-group pretest–posttest experimental design was employed to measure changes in comprehension before and after the intervention.
Place and Duration of Study: The research was conducted at Talisay Elementary School, Laoang, Northern Samar, Philippines, during the 2023–2024 academic year.
Methodology: Twenty Grade 4 learners participated in the study. A standardized comprehension test was administered before the intervention to establish baseline performance. Learners were then exposed to structured storytelling sessions delivered through video presentations that combined narrative, visual cues, and auditory reinforcement. The same test was administered after the intervention to measure comprehension gains.
Results: Findings revealed a marked improvement in learners’ comprehension skills, with most learners shifting from average to higher levels of performance. The intervention proved effective in enhancing engagement, supporting diverse learning styles, and strengthening comprehension outcomes.
Conclusion: Storytelling through video presentations is a promising instructional strategy for improving English comprehension in elementary education. Its integration into classroom practice can foster dynamic, inclusive, and engaging learning environments. Future studies with larger samples and varied contexts are recommended to validate and extend these findings.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Storytelling has long been recognized as a powerful means of engaging audiences and conveying meaningful messages. In education, it serves not only as a tool for capturing learners’ attention but also as a strategy for improving reading comprehension, particularly among struggling readers and English language learners (Purnama et al. 2022; La Bertha Santoso et al., 2023). By presenting ideas in narrative form, storytelling fosters creativity, supports problem-solving, and allows learners to imagine new realities and experiences. It can influence emotions, encourage the adoption of new concepts, and motivate learners to act (Haven, 2007).In an era where technology permeates every aspect of life, mathematics education stands at acrucial point, ready to transform innovative learning tools and processes (Pala et al, 2025).
Recent research highlights that storytelling enhances vocabulary acquisition, listening comprehension, and overall language development. Purnama et al. (2022) emphasize that storytelling enables children to become better readers and listeners as they gain vocabulary, while La Bertha Santoso et al. (2023) note that it builds confidence and strengthens reading abilities. Similarly, Lenhart et al. (2020) found that storytelling improves oral language skills and comprehension, particularly when paired with visual aids. Bruner (1991) further argues that narrative is a fundamental mode of thought, shaping how learners construct meaning and understand experiences. More recent studies confirm these benefits: Ligmon (2024) demonstrated that read-aloud storytelling significantly improved kindergarten pupils’ comprehension, while Kabaran and Duman (2021) found that digital storytelling enhanced study strategies and learner motivation. Abun (2025) also reported that digital stories improved reading comprehension among Filipino learners, underscoring the relevance of storytelling in local contexts.
Despite these benefits, teachers often encounter challenges in teaching comprehension. Learners may struggle with the speed of oral delivery, limited opportunities to repeat words, and restricted vocabulary that hinders listening comprehension (Mayer, 2009). When unfamiliar words arise, students may pause to interpret meaning and consequently miss subsequent parts of the story. A Grade 4 teacher at Talisay Elementary School further observed that learners face difficulties in understanding unfamiliar words, maintaining concentration, and recognizing sounds and words. To address these issues, she prepared printed short stories with colored illustrations and focused on sound recognition to support struggling readers. online learning while addressing student challenges, ultimately aiming to enhance the student experience in the evolving educational landscape (Nobis et al, 2024). 
These challenges highlight the need for innovative interventions that enhance vocabulary and comprehension skills. Storytelling through video presentations offers a promising strategy by combining narrative with visual and auditory elements. Videos provide learners with repeated exposure to words and contexts, making language more accessible and engaging (Paivio, 1986; Mayer, 2009). This approach introduces new vocabulary and structures in meaningful contexts, strengthens memory and listening skills, and fosters empathy and social understanding (Lenhart et al., 2020, 2004; Bond et al., 2020). By integrating storytelling with multimedia, learners are more likely to comprehend, retain, and express ideas effectively.
2. methodology

2.1 Participants and Sources of Data-

The study involved 20 Grade 4 learners from Talisay Elementary School, officially enrolled in the Learners Information System (LIS) for the school year 2024–2025. Learners used both Filipino and English as their medium of instruction. Data were collected from their scores in pre-test and post-test questionnaires designed to measure listening comprehension.

2.2 Data Gathering Methods

The study involved 18 Grade 4 learners from Talisay Elementary School, consisting of 4 females and 14 males, officially enrolled in the Learners Information System (LIS) for the school year 2024–2025. Learners used both Filipino and English as their medium of instruction. Data were collected from their scores in pre-test and post-test questionnaires designed to measure listening comprehension.


3. results and discussion

3.1  Pre-Test
The pre-test results (Table 1) reveal that learners’ scores ranged from 2 to 12, with a mean of 6.15 and a standard deviation of 2.23, indicating moderate variability. The clustering of scores at 6 and 7 (25% each) suggests that most learners demonstrate average comprehension, while a small group struggles with very low scores (2–4) and one learner shows advanced skills (score of 12). This distribution highlights the need for differentiated instruction—remediation for weaker learners and enrichment for stronger ones.
Recent studies support these findings. For instance, Risonar et al. (2021) examined the Story Retelling (SR) technique and found that while it improved engagement, comprehension gains were not significantly different compared to traditional methods, suggesting that interventions must be carefully tailored to learner needs. Conversely, Labador (2021) demonstrated that interactive storytelling techniques significantly enhanced early literacy skills among kindergarten learners, showing that storytelling can be effective when combined with interactive and multimodal approaches. These findings align with the presence of outliers in the pre-test: some learners may benefit greatly from storytelling interventions, while others may require additional scaffolding.
Furthermore, Abun (2025) emphasized that digital storytelling can improve comprehension among Filipino learners by contextualizing vocabulary and providing repeated exposure to language structures. This supports the implication of the pre-test results—that learners with limited vocabulary (low scorers) may benefit from multimedia storytelling, while average learners can consolidate their skills through repeated narrative exposure.
Table 1. Pre-test Result
	Scores
	Frequency
	Percentage

	2
	1
	5.0%

	3
	1
	5.0%

	4
	2
	10.0%

	5
	3
	15.0%

	6
	5
	25.0%

	7
	5
	25.0%

	9
	2
	10.0%

	12
	1
	5.0%

	TOTAL
	20
	100%

	Mean: 6.150
Std. Dev.: 2.231



3.2  Post-Test

The post-test results (Table 2) demonstrate a clear improvement in learners’ comprehension following the intervention. Scores ranged from 5 to 14, with a mean of 10.90 and a standard deviation of 2.25, reflecting a substantial increase from the pre-test mean of 6.15. The clustering of scores between 11 and 13 (55% of learners) indicates that most participants achieved a strong grasp of the material. Even the lowest scores (5–7) represent progress compared to the pre-test, while the highest scores (13–14) highlight advanced comprehension among several learners.
These findings suggest that multimedia storytelling through video presentations positively impacted learners’ comprehension skills. This aligns with recent studies emphasizing the effectiveness of multimodal approaches in language learning. For example, Chen et al. (2022) found that digital storytelling significantly improved vocabulary retention and comprehension among EFL learners, while Rajendran and Yunus (2021) reported that video-based storytelling enhanced listening and reading comprehension by providing contextualized language input. Similarly, Cabardo (2021) highlighted that integrating visual and auditory elements in storytelling fosters deeper engagement and supports learners with diverse needs.
Rahiem (2021) found that an upward shift in scores supports the adoption of learner-centered, engaging strategies in English instruction. Multimedia storytelling not only bridges comprehension gaps but also motivates learners to actively process narratives, recall details, and connect meaning to context. This confirms that video-based storytelling can serve as an effective intervention for improving comprehension among elementary learners, particularly those with varying levels of ability.

Table 2
Posttest Result
	Scores
	Frequency
	Percentage

	5
	1
	5.0%

	6
	1
	5.0%

	7
	1
	5.0%

	9
	1
	5.0%

	10
	2
	10.0%

	11
	6
	30.0%

	12
	1
	5.0%

	13
	5
	25.0%

	14
	2
	10.0%

	TOTAL
	20
	100%

	Mean: 10.900
Std. Dev.: 2.253




3.3 Significant Difference between the Posttest and Pretest Results

To determine the effectiveness of the storytelling intervention using video presentations, a paired sample t-test was conducted to compare the pre-test and post-test scores of Grade 4 learners. The computed t-value was -5.26 with a corresponding p < 0.001, which is below the 0.05 level of significance. This result leads to the rejection of the null hypothesis, confirming a statistically significant difference between learners’ performance before and after the intervention.
The improvement in post-test scores demonstrates that storytelling through multimedia presentations had a positive and meaningful impact on learners’ English comprehension skills. This finding is consistent with recent studies showing that digital and video-based storytelling enhances comprehension and engagement. For example, Chen et al. (2022)reported that digital storytelling significantly improved vocabulary and comprehension among EFL learners, while Rajendran and Yunus (2021)found that video-based storytelling strengthened listening and reading comprehension by providing contextualized input. Similarly, Cabardo (2021) emphasized that multimodal storytelling strategies foster deeper learner engagement and comprehension, particularly in diverse classrooms. More recently, Alshammari (2023) highlighted that integrating multimedia storytelling in English instruction improved both comprehension and motivation, especially among younger learners (Nobis, 20221).
Taken together, these results suggest that integrating narrative and multimedia strategies in English instruction can effectively bridge comprehension gaps, motivate learners, and support differentiated learning needs. The statistical evidence, supported by recent literature, validates storytelling through video presentations as a powerful pedagogical tool for enhancing comprehension among elementary learners (Curammeng, 2025).



Table 3
Significant Difference between the Posttest and Pretest Results
	Variables
	t - value
	p - value
	Level of Significance
	Decision
	Interpretation

	Post test and Pretest Results
	-5.26
	<0.001
	0.001
	Reject the Null Hypothesis
	Highly 
Significant





4. Conclusion

This study confirms that storytelling through video presentations is an effective strategy for enhancing English comprehension skills among Grade 4 learners. The learners initially demonstrated average comprehension levels, with some struggling and a few excelling. After the intervention, their performance improved markedly, showing stronger understanding and engagement with the material.
The findings highlight the value of multimedia storytelling in language instruction. By combining narrative with visual and auditory elements, video presentations provided contextualized input, enriched vocabulary, and fostered active listening. Learners became more motivated, attentive, and capable of recalling details, which contributed to improved comprehension.

Overall, the study concludes that integrating storytelling through video presentations into classroom practice can bridge comprehension gaps, support diverse learning needs, and cultivate deeper language skills. Teachers are encouraged to adopt this learner-centered approach to make English instruction more engaging, accessible, and effective.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the results of this study, the following suggestions were made: 

1. Integrate storytelling through video presentations into their English instruction to enhance learners’ comprehension skills. This approach provides contextualized input, enriches vocabulary, and fosters active listening, making lessons more engaging and accessible. 
2. Teachers should also adopt differentiated strategies, offering remedial support such as visual aids and repetition for struggling learners, while providing enrichment activities like extended narratives and creative retelling for advanced learners. 
3. Curriculum developers are encouraged to incorporate multimedia storytelling into instructional materials and align these strategies with language learning standards to ensure consistency across grade levels. 
4. School administrators should support teachers by providing training, resources, and access to technology that facilitates video-based instruction, while promoting collaboration among educators to share best practices. 
5. Future researchers are advised to explore the long-term effects of video-based storytelling on comprehension and other language skills, investigate its impact across different grade levels and learner groups, and compare its effectiveness with other multimedia strategies.
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