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	Authors’ response to final evaluator’s comments

	The revised manuscript has satisfactorily addressed the majority of the reviewer’s concerns. The authors have improved the scientific rigor by incorporating statistical clarification (ANOVA with replicates), strengthening the discussion with mechanistic explanations, and clarifying the comparative performance of mint and ginger fortification. Minor issues related to wording consistency and reference updating may be corrected during final proofreading.
Minute corrections need to be done:

Microbial terminology needs correction (“contamination-free” issue).

Minor wording and consistency issues remain.

Some older references may require justification.
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