[bookmark: _GoBack]Editor’s Comment:
After examining the revised manuscript along with the reviewer comments and the author’s response, my editorial decision is: Minor Revision.

The manuscript addresses a timely and relevant topic concerning AI security risks in PCI DSS–protected financial environments. The methodology and analytical framework are generally sound. However, before acceptance, the authors are requested to make the following minor improvements:

Improve clarity in the methodology description, particularly the CNN-based poisoning simulation setup.

Provide clearer explanation of the PCI DSS compliance gap index construction.

Strengthen the discussion section by explicitly connecting experimental findings with practical implications for financial institutions.

Ensure language editing and formatting consistency throughout the manuscript.

Once these minor issues are addressed, the manuscript may be considered for acceptance.
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