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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is important to the scientific community because it provides empirical evidence on the gendered and socio-cultural dynamics shaping the shea economy in Nigeria. By applying structural equation modelling (SEM), it goes beyond descriptive analysis and systematically examines how ownership systems, religion, and community consent structures influence income distribution and welfare. The study contributes to interdisciplinary research linking gender studies, development economics, and social institutions in natural resource management. Its findings are particularly relevant for policy design, women’s economic empowerment, and SDG-focused development strategies in sub-Saharan Africa.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate and clearly reflects the focus of the study. A slightly refined option could be:

“Gender and Socio-Cultural Determinants of Welfare in Nigeria’s Shea Economy.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive and clearly presents the aims, methodology, key findings, and conclusions of the study. It effectively summarizes the sample size, analytical techniques, and major results. As a minor suggestion, the abstract could be slightly condensed by reducing some numerical details and instead briefly highlighting the broader policy or development implications to improve readability and impact.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The research design, sampling procedure, and use of statistical techniques, including SEM, are appropriate and well aligned with the study objectives. The analysis is logically presented, and the conclusions are supported by the data. Overall, the study demonstrates methodological rigor and contributes meaningfully to the existing literature.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are sufficient, relevant, and include recent studies that support the conceptual framework and empirical findings. They provide a solid foundation for the analysis and discussion. Overall, the literature cited is appropriate for the topic and scope of the manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language and overall English quality are suitable for scholarly communication. The manuscript is generally clear and understandable, with appropriate academic tone and structure. Minor grammatical or stylistic revisions could further improve clarity and flow, but they do not affect the scientific content.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well structured, and the objectives are clearly stated and aligned with the analysis. Figures and tables are informative; adding source notes to each would further improve transparency. Minor suggestions include briefly strengthening the policy implications, refining some sections for conciseness, and enhancing linkage to SDG relevance.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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