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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	It provides empirically grounded evidence on the socio-economic vulnerability of small-scale fishing communities in a rapidly urbanizing riverine environment, a topic that remains underrepresented in South Asian livelihood studies. By applying a mixed-methods approach, the study bridges quantitative socio-economic indicators with qualitative lived experiences, offering a holistic understanding of how environmental degradation and institutional failures intersect to shape livelihood outcomes. The findings contribute to broader scientific debates on poverty traps, livelihood diversification, and environmental justice in peri-urban contexts. Moreover, the study generates context-specific insights that can inform comparative research on inland fisheries, sustainable livelihoods, and socio-ecological resilience in developing countries.
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	This manuscript addresses an important and socially relevant issue by examining the socio-economic conditions and livelihood vulnerabilities of fishing communities along the Turag River in Ashulia, Dhaka. The study is strengthened using a mixed-methods approach, combining household surveys with focus group discussions, key informant interviews, and case studies, which provides a rich and contextualized understanding of the challenges faced by small-scale fishers. The empirical findings convincingly demonstrate how environmental degradation, economic exploitation, and institutional weaknesses interact to undermine livelihood security and intergenerational continuity within these communities. However, the manuscript would benefit from further refinement to enhance its academic rigor and suitability for publication in an international peer-reviewed journal. Clearer articulation of the research objectives, stronger methodological justification, more analytical integration between quantitative and qualitative findings, and improvements in structure and academic language are necessary. With these revisions, the study has strong potential to make a valuable contribution to the literature on fisheries livelihoods, environmental justice, and socio-economic marginalization in rapidly urbanizing riverine contexts.
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