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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is relevant to the scientific community because it contributes empirical findings on micro-level analysis on access to essential utilities with regards to how highway infrastructure matters—a topic that is underrepresented within infrastructure and rural development studies. The manuscript also makes methodological contributions on how to rigorously assess before-and-after differences using McNemar and Stuart-Maxwell tests on recall survey data using farmers’ perceptions, where infrastructure baseline data are lacking. This manuscript also makes a significant empirical contribution to the literature because it reveals that not only do rural villages close to infrastructure development corridors experience improvements from highway development, but improvements also spread to distant villages. This manuscript makes important contributions to relevant scholarship because it establishes links to transport infrastructure with regards to inclusive and sustainable rural development results in developing counties and hilly areas.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	It is suitable. No issues with the title.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes. The abstract is well structured. Suggestions for improvements would be as follows:
· Specify distance-based analysis clearly.

· Briefly mention key limitations.

· Strengthen the policy implication statement.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The sampling framework for the research that covers 480 farming households across different districts and varying distances from national highways ensures the generalizability of the research results. The results are also logically explained and align with the objectives and conclusions of the research. Even as the research is based on farmers' perceptions of issues related to infrastructure and may thus be limited by subjective bias, this limitation of the research does not affect its scientific correctness for purposes of research expectations, noting how the research has been conducted. The research meeting scientific requirements ensures that the manuscript provides scientifically correct research-based evidence.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the quality is generally suitable for scholarly communications.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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