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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses an important and policy-relevant issue of low adoption of drip irrigation despite its proven benefits. By focusing on non-adopters and systematically ranking constraints using Garrett’s ranking technique, the study provides valuable empirical insights into economic, technical, and institutional barriers faced by vegetable growers. The regional focus on eastern Uttar Pradesh fills an important geographical gap in the existing literature. The findings can assist policymakers, extension agencies, and irrigation planners in designing targeted interventions for promoting micro-irrigation technologies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable, clear, and well aligned with the objectives and findings of the study. It accurately reflects the scope, methodology, and regional focus of the research.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and clearly summarizes the objectives, methodology, key findings, and conclusions of the study. It effectively highlights the major constraints influencing drip irrigation adoption. However, the abstract could be marginally improved by briefly mentioning the policy relevance or implications of the findings to strengthen its applied significance.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The research design, sampling procedure, data collection method, and application of Garrett’s ranking technique are appropriate and correctly implemented. The interpretation of results is logical and consistent with the data presented. The conclusions are well supported by empirical evidence.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate and relevant to the topic. The manuscript cites both classical and recent studies on drip irrigation, technology adoption, and water management. A few recent policy documents or state-specific micro-irrigation programme evaluations could be added to further strengthen the contextual relevance, though this is not mandatory.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the language is generally clear, coherent, and suitable for scholarly communication. Minor grammatical and stylistic refinements may be required in a few places, but these do not affect the clarity or scientific content of the manuscript.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The study is well structured and logically organized.

· Tables are informative, though Table 3 could benefit from improved formatting for better readability.

· The policy implications section is particularly strong and well connected to the empirical findings.
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