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	This manuscript contributes to the growing body of literature on MSME competitiveness by empirically examining the role of strategic marketing orientation in a traditional, resource-based industrial cluster. The study extends the Resource-Based View (RBV) and industrial marketing theory into an under-researched context granite MSMEs in an Indian cluster. By demonstrating that intangible marketing capabilities significantly influence firm performance, the paper adds contextual richness to MSME and cluster-based competitiveness research. The findings are particularly valuable for scholars studying traditional manufacturing sectors where marketing strategy is often underemphasized.
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