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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes to the empirical literature on public debt and economic growth by distinguishing between the long-run and short-run effects of domestic and external debt in Nigeria. By applying the ARDL bounds testing approach to a long time series (1990–2023), the study provides updated and policy-relevant evidence on debt composition and growth dynamics. The findings offer valuable insights for fiscal sustainability, debt management, and macroeconomic policy formulation in emerging economies. The study is particularly relevant for policymakers confronting rising debt-service burdens amid constrained revenue mobilization.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable and clearly reflects the scope, focus, and empirical objective of the study.

	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive. It clearly states the research problem, methodology, data coverage, and key findings.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The study employs appropriate econometric techniques (ADF unit root test, ARDL bounds testing, and error correction modeling). The methodology is theoretically grounded, data sources are credible, and empirical interpretations are consistent with established economic theories and prior empirical studies.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are adequate, relevant, and include recent studies up to 2024/2025. The literature sufficiently covers both theoretical and empirical dimensions of public debt and growth in Nigeria and comparable economies.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes. The manuscript has been well written to ensure clarity, coherence, and academic rigor. 
	

	Optional/General comments


	Proper citation has to be done especially in the discussion section for example; Abdulkarim & Saidatulakmal (2021). Supposed to be Abdulkarim and Saidatulakmal (2021) or (Abdulkarim & Saidatulakmal, 2021).
Abdulkarim and Saidatulakmal (2021); Ejinkoye et al., (2025); Ajayi and Adewusi (2020) should be Abdulkarim and Saidatulakmal (2021), Ejinkoye et al., (2025), and Ajayi and Adewusi (2020) or (Abdulkarim & Saidatulakmal (2021); Ejinkoye et al., (2025); Ajayi & Adewusi (2020)
Check unnecessary spacing as well as typographical errors

For example, This may implies that government……….. This may imply that government
I have seen you haved used the british English I don’t know which kind of English between the British and American do the journal require. For example, Utisation and Utilization

I recommend you use Grammarly to improve your work in terms of grammar and typos
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No. There are no ethical issues associated with this manuscript. The study relies exclusively on secondary data from publicly available and credible sources.
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