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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This study contributes valuable information on host preference and resistance mechanisms of Sitophilus oryzae in basmati rice, a crop of high economic importance in international trade. By identifying varietal differences in susceptibility, the research provides useful insights for breeding programs targeting storage pest resistance. The findings also support integrated pest management strategies by emphasizing host resistance as an eco-friendly alternative to chemical fumigants. Overall, the work is relevant to entomologists, plant breeders, and post-harvest management researchers.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is generally suitable and reflects the scope and objectives of the study.
Minor refinement could improve clarity, for example:
Host Preference and Resistance of Basmati Rice Varieties and Cereal Grains against Sitophilus oryzae (L.) (Coleoptera: Curculionidae)
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and summarizes the objectives, methodology, key findings, and conclusions. However, it is relatively long and contains excessive numerical details. The authors are advised to reduce repetition of parameters and focus on the most important results. Minor grammatical corrections are also required.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound, and the methodologies used are standard and appropriate for evaluating host suitability and resistance in stored-product insects. Statistical analyses are generally adequate. However, some methodological details require clarification (e.g., consistency in growth index calculation and replication details), and results are sometimes over-described. These issues do not undermine the scientific validity but should be corrected for clarity and precision.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is extensive and relevant; however, many citations are relatively old. The authors are encouraged to include more recent studies (2015–2024), particularly on storage pest resistance, basmati rice quality traits, and post-harvest insect management, to strengthen the contemporary relevance of the manuscript.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	No. The manuscript requires major language editing. There are frequent grammatical errors, typographical mistakes, and unclear sentence constructions throughout the text. Professional English editing is strongly recommended to improve readability and scholarly quality.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· The Results and Discussion sections contain considerable repetition and should be streamlined.

· Figures and PCA plots require clearer captions and better explanation in the text.

· Consistency in terminology (e.g., susceptibility index vs. susceptible index) should be ensured.

· Tables should be carefully proofread for spelling errors and formatting consistency.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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