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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides valuable empirical insights into farmers’ perceptions and experiences with institutional agricultural credit in a hilly region of India, which remains underrepresented in agricultural finance literature. By focusing on Bilaspur district of Himachal Pradesh, the study contributes region-specific evidence on socio-economic constraints, cropping patterns, and access to rural finance. The use of both ANOVA and Chi-square analysis strengthens the analytical rigor of the study. The findings are useful for policymakers, financial institutions, and researchers working on rural development, agricultural credit delivery, and inclusive finance.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is clear, specific, and accurately reflects the scope and content of the study. It appropriately highlights both farmers’ experiences and attitudes, along with the geographical focus.

No alternative title is required.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is well-structured and covers the objectives, methodology, key findings, and policy implications of the study. However, it may be further strengthened by briefly mentioning the sample size and key statistical tools used (ANOVA and Chi-square) to improve clarity regarding methodological rigor.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The objectives are clearly stated, the methodology is appropriate, and the statistical tools used are suitable for the nature of the data. The interpretation of results is logical and consistent with the findings. The conclusions are well-supported by empirical evidence.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are largely relevant and include recent studies up to 2025, which enhances the credibility of the manuscript. A few additional references on agricultural credit in hilly or tribal regions of India could further strengthen the literature base, but the current list is adequate for publication.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is clear, coherent, and appropriate for academic publication. Minor grammatical and stylistic improvements may be required in a few sections, but overall readability and scholarly tone are satisfactory.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Tables are well-organized and clearly presented.

· The discussion section effectively links findings with existing literature.

· Policy implications may be expanded slightly to suggest specific interventions for small and marginal farmers.

· The manuscript would benefit from a short subsection on limitations and future research directions.
	


	PART  2: 



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues are observed. The study is based on primary survey data, and no sensitive or unethical practices are evident.
	


Reviewer details:

Jithin Scaria, Nilgiri College of Arts and Science, India

Created by: DR
              Checked by: PM                                           Approved by: MBM
   
Version: 3 (07-07-2024)


