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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript presents a valuable retrospective analysis of lymph node biopsies at a tertiary center in Southern Nigeria, highlighting patterns of benign vs. malignant diagnoses over six years. It contributes to understanding lymphadenopathy in a high-burden infectious disease setting, where reactive hyperplasia predominates, informing clinical biopsy practices. The findings, such as axillary nodes being most biopsied due to breast cancer associations, offer regional insights useful for tropical medicine.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Title is suitable and descriptive
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract effectively covers background, aim, methods, key results (e.g., 58.5% non-neoplastic, reactive follicular hyperplasia at 37.2%), and conclusion. Suggest adding mean age (40.77 ± 16.89 years) for completeness.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study is methodologically sound, using standard H&E histology on 94 cases with SPSS analysis. Discussions appropriately contextualize findings against Nigerian/African studies, noting female predominance and axillary biopsy trends linked to breast pathology. Minor note: Study period to Dec 2025 aligns with current date, but confirm all data inclusion.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References (23 total) are sufficient, recent (up to 2025), and relevant, covering global and regional lymphoma epidemiology. Suggest adding: Oluwasola et al. (2023) on Nigerian lymph node patterns for further local context (DOI:10.4314/ajcem.v28i2.5).
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	English is clear and suitable for scholarly publication, with minor typos (e.g., "non-Hodgkins" should be "non-Hodgkin"; formatting issues in tables). Proofreading recommended.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Strengths include detailed tables/figures and tropical relevance; limitations (hospital-based, no EMR) are acknowledged. Suitable for minor revisions
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