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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The authors are to be commended for selecting an important and timely topic. Investigating the potential efficacy of hyperbaric oxygen therapy for posttraumatic stress disorder in the absence of traumatic brain injury addresses a notable gap in the current literature. Given the growing interest in HBOT beyond traditional indications, this study has the potential to contribute meaningful insights into alternative therapeutic approaches for PTSD and to stimulate further research in this emerging area.
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	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
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	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
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	Optional/General comments


	1.Incorporate multivariable regression models to control for baseline differences such as prior depressive episodes, sleep disorders, and substance abuse, which were significantly different before balancing.

2.The rationale for restricting the dataset to U.S. patients is not provided, although the source network includes multiple regions. Please clarify the reason for this limitation and its impact on generalizability. Additionally, the wide age range (18–90 years) likely introduces substantial variability due to age-related comorbidities justification and age or comorbidity adjusted analyses should be reported.

3.Collect and analyse data on potential confounders like medication use, severity of PTSD, comorbidities, and treatment adherence to better understand their influence on outcomes.

4.Conduct subgroup analyses based on key variables (e.g., presence of wound healing indications, severity of PTSD) to identify factors associated with differential responses to HBOT.

5.Incorporate repeated measures over time to assess how associated factors influence symptom trajectories and treatment response.

The authors should clearly justify the need for a retrospective study design for this research question. It is not evident why a systematic review of the existing literature or enhanced secondary analysis with stronger graphical representation of available data would not have been sufficient. A clearer rationale for the chosen methodology is required.
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