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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses an important global challenge of micronutrient malnutrition, particularly zinc deficiency, through molecular characterization of rice genotypes using candidate gene-based markers. The study contributes useful information on the genetic diversity and clustering of rice genotypes differing in grain zinc concentration. The findings may support biofortification breeding programs by identifying informative markers and genetically diverse parental lines. Overall, the work is relevant to plant breeding, molecular genetics, and nutritional security research.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is relevant and reflects the content of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and summarizes objectives, methodology, and key findings.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The study is scientifically sound in terms of experimental design, molecular marker analysis, and statistical approaches such as PIC estimation and cluster analysis using Dice coefficients and UPGMA. The use of candidate gene-based markers related to zinc transport is appropriate and well justified.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is extensive and relevant to molecular characterization and biofortification studies. However:

· Some references are repeated (e.g., Broadley et al., 2007 appears twice).

· Inclusion of more recent studies (last 5-7 years) specifically focused on grain zinc biofortification in rice would strengthen the manuscript.

· Formatting inconsistencies should be corrected according to journal guidelines.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is understandable, but moderate language editing is required. Issues include:

· Grammatical errors and awkward sentence constructions

· Inconsistent tense usage
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical issues were identified. The study involves plant materials and standard molecular biology techniques.
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