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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a critical yet underexplored aspect of Bambara groundnut production, namely the interactive effects of soil texture and sowing depth on seedling emergence dynamics. By combining multiple soil types with a gradient of sowing depths, the study provides mechanistic insights into emergence timing, synchrony, and success, which are key determinants of crop establishment. The findings are particularly relevant for underutilized legume research and for improving agronomic practices in marginal and low-input farming systems. Overall, the work contributes valuable, practical knowledge that can support more precise, soil-specific recommendations for Bambara groundnut cultivation in West Africa and similar agroecological zones.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable and accurately reflects the scope, variables, and biological focus of the study. It clearly communicates the interactive nature of the factors examined and specifies the response variable (seedling emergence dynamics). No change is strictly necessary. 
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and well structured, clearly presenting the aims, experimental design, key findings, and conclusions. It effectively summarizes the major outcomes, particularly the dominance of sowing depth and the modifying role of soil texture. No major additions or deletions are required. However, the abstract could be slightly strengthened by briefly emphasizing the agronomic relevance of the findings for farmers or restoration of underutilized crops in marginal environments.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound. The experimental design is appropriate, the methodology is clearly described, and the statistical analyses are suitable for the objectives of the study. The interpretation of results is consistent with the data presented and supported by relevant literature. Conclusions are logically derived from the results without overgeneralization.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The reference list is adequate, relevant, and includes recent literature alongside foundational studies. The cited works appropriately support the background, methodology, and discussion. No critical references appear to be missing, although inclusion of additional recent studies on emergence dynamics or soil physical constraints in legumes could further strengthen the discussion.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language quality is generally good and suitable for scholarly communication. The manuscript is clearly written, with logical flow and appropriate scientific terminology. Minor grammatical or stylistic refinements could improve readability, but these do not detract from the overall clarity or scientific merit of the work.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is well organized and addresses a relevant agronomic problem for an underutilized crop of growing importance. The results have clear practical implications and are likely to be of interest to researchers, extension specialists, and development practitioners. With minor language polishing, the manuscript is suitable for publication.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

There are no immediate ethical concerns identified in this manuscript. 
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