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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	· The study enhances understanding of the combined effects of tillage systems and nitrogen management on growth and nitrogen use efficiency of rabi maize.

· It provides field-based evidence to optimize tillage and nitrogen practices for sustainable and profitable maize production.

· The findings support development of region-specific, environmentally sound agronomic recommendations for cereal-based cropping systems.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	· “Growth” alone sounds a bit narrow for an international audience

· Does not indicate environment, cropping system, or agroecology, which IJPSS often prefers
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	· The abstract clearly states the problem, methodology, key findings, and conclusion. Please mention yield or economic implication, if yield data are presented in the paper, as many readers look for productivity outcomes in addition to growth parameters
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct, methodologically appropriate, and suitable for publication after addressing the following issues to improve rigor and clarity

· Units and terminology should be checked for consistency (e.g., AGR units reported as g day⁻¹ vs g m⁻² day⁻¹ in some sections).

· Some explanations (e.g., hormonal effects such as auxin) are not directly measured and could be toned down or referenced more cautiously.

· Yield and nitrogen use efficiency are discussed indirectly; if measured, they should be clearly linked to growth responses

· Methodological details (e.g., duration between growth stages used for CGR/AGR calculation) could be stated more explicitly for reproducibility.
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	The references you’ve cited are relevant, but they are not fully sufficient or up-to-date for an international journal. Many key points are discussed, such as tillage effects on soil biological properties, nitrogen use efficiency, conservation agriculture benefits are supported by older sources. To strengthen the manuscript, you should cite more recent international studies (last 5 years). You can also cite the following references: 

1. Islam, M. A., Bell, R. W., Johansen, C., Jahiruddin, M., Haque, M. E. & Vance, W. (2025) Reversing negative nitrogen balances in intensive rice-based cropping with Conservation Agriculture. Nutrient Cycling in Agroecosystems, 130, 281-298. 10.1007/s10705-025-10398-5.
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	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The English and language quality of the manuscript is understandable and generally suitable for scholarly communication, but it requires language editing before publication in an international journal.
	

	Optional/General comments


	You should must include yield and productivity result
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

There are no apparent ethical issues
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