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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript provides a valuable spatial and seasonal assessment of rice cropping efficiency in Tamil Nadu using Relative Spread Index and the Relative Yield Index approaches. The study is particularly relevant under increasing climate variability and water scarcity, as it provides practical guidance for policymakers and extension agencies. The results or findings contribute to regional agricultural planning literature and sustainable rice production frameworks. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	 Yes, it‘s suitable and reflects clearly the objectives and scope of the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	It is comprehensive and clearly describes the background, methodology, and major finding. However, it could be strengthened by:
· Adding a brief statement on policy or practical implications

· Including quantitative highlights (e.g., number of districts in each category)
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	 The manuscript is scientifically sound and uses established methodologies (RSI and RYI) for cropping zone delineation. The seasonal disaggregation is appropriate and well justified. Data sources are credible, and the classification criteria are clearly presented. However, the following improvements are suggested:
· Clarify statistical validation or robustness checks of the indices 

· Provide GIS maps with clearer legends and spatial interpretation

· Discuss limitations related to district-level aggregation and climate variability 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are adequate and include relevant studies on rice production, climate change and cropping zone analysis. Some recent references (2023-2026) are included, which strengthen the manuscript. However, the manuscript could benefit from:
· More recent spatial agriculture and GIS-based cropping zone studies

· References on climate-smart agriculture and water productivity
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is understandable and suitable. Minor grammatical errors, typographical mistakes and sentence structure issues are present. Professional language editing is recommended to improve clarity and academic tone.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The article is well-structured and addresses a relevant agricultural planning issue. The policy suggestion section is a strong addition. However, the authors should improve figure quality, ensure consistency in district names, and refine the discussion to link results more thoroughly with climate change adaptation strategies.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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