Review Form 3

	

	Journal Name:
	International Journal of Environment and Climate Change  

	Manuscript Number:
	Ms_IJECC_151876

	Title of the Manuscript: 
	Impact of Co-Contaminants (Microplastics and Others) on Heavy Metal/Metalloid Toxicity and Accumulation in Crop

	Type of the Article
	Original Research Article


	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses a timely and relevant topic concerning the co-contamination of microplastics and heavy metals in agricultural systems, with clear implications for crop health, food safety, and human well-being. The literature coverage is broad and up-to-date, and the narrative structure generally follows a logical progression from environmental contamination to biological and health impacts. However, the manuscript would benefit from clearer scientific positioning. The authors are encouraged to explicitly articulate the research gap and the novel contribution of this review compared to existing literature, particularly in the concluding part of the Introduction. In addition, a brief description of the literature selection approach (e.g., scope, timeframe, or criteria) would improve methodological transparency.
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	 The Introduction does not sufficiently define the specific knowledge gap that this review aims to address, nor does it clearly distinguish the manuscript from existing reviews on similar topics. The authors should explicitly state what is integrative, or forward-looking in this work. Furthermore, much of the discussion remains descriptive rather than analytical. The manuscript would be significantly strengthened by deeper critical synthesis, including comparison across studies, identification of inconsistencies or uncertainties in current findings, and clearer interpretation of the implications of microplastic heavy metal interactions for agricultural risk assessment. A brief explanation of the literature selection strategy is also necessary to enhance transparency and scientific rigor. Overall, while the manuscript has potential, substantial revisions are required to improve its conceptual clarity, analytical depth, and positioning within the existing body of literature. Addressing these issues is essential for the manuscript to meet the standards expected of an international peer-reviewed journal.
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