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	Reviewer’s comment


	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides a comprehensive and up-to-date overview of the microbial diversity and identification approaches involved in the traditional fermented beverage Kanji. It integrates both conventional microbiological techniques and advanced molecular methods, offering a holistic perspective on microbial ecology, safety, and probiotic potential. The review highlights existing research gaps, particularly the need for standardization and omics-based investigations, which are essential for scientific validation and commercialization of traditional fermented foods. By bridging traditional knowledge with modern microbial science, this work contributes to the broader field of functional foods and fermented beverage research.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate and accurately reflects the scope and content of the manuscript.

Optional alternative title (if required):
“Microbial Ecology and Identification Strategies in Traditional Fermented Kanji: A Comprehensive Review”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract is comprehensive and clearly summarizes the objectives, scope, key findings, and future prospects of the review.

Suggested minor improvement:
· A brief statement highlighting the significance of Kanji as a non-dairy probiotic beverage could be added to strengthen the functional relevance.

· The mention of omics approaches could be slightly expanded to emphasize their role in future research.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound.

· The concepts related to microbial succession, LAB dominance, fermentation dynamics, and identification techniques are well explained.

· The integration of culture-dependent and molecular approaches is logically presented.

· The discussion on probiotic potential, safety, and research gaps is consistent with current knowledge in fermented food microbiology.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, the references are generally sufficient, relevant, and include recent studies. The manuscript cites key literature on fermented foods, lactic acid bacteria, and molecular identification techniques.

Suggested additional recent references (optional):
1. Hutkins, R. (2018). Microbiology and Technology of Fermented Foods. Wiley-Blackwell.

2. Tamang, J. P. (2020). Fermented Foods and Beverages of the World. CRC Press.

3. Rezac, S., Kok, C. R., Heermann, M., & Hutkins, R. (2018). Fermented foods as a dietary source of live organisms. Frontiers in Microbiology, 9, 1785.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the manuscript is written in clear, coherent, and academically appropriate English.
Minor grammatical and typographical corrections may further improve readability, but the overall language quality is suitable for publication.
	

	Optional/General comments


	  The manuscript is well organized and logically structured.

  Figures or schematic diagrams illustrating microbial succession or identification workflow could further enhance clarity.

  A short comparative table summarizing conventional vs. molecular techniques may improve reader comprehension.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical issues are identified.
This is a review article and does not involve human or animal experimentation.
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