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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a highly relevant and practical issue in food safety and cold chain management, particularly within the context of developing countries and tropical logistics hubs. By combining microbiological, sensory, physical, and economic assessments, the study provides a comprehensive post-incident evaluation framework that is rarely documented in real-world port settings. The case study from the Port of Lomé offers valuable empirical evidence that complements existing theoretical and laboratory-based studies on cold chain disruption. Overall, the work contributes meaningfully to food safety risk assessment, logistics resilience, and economic loss mitigation in import-dependent regions.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable and accurately reflects the scope, methodology, and geographic focus of the study. It clearly communicates both the food safety and economic dimensions of the research. No change is strictly required.

Optional suggestion to slightly enhance specificity:
“Food Safety and Economic Consequences of Cold Chain Disruption: A Case Study of Frozen Food Imports from France to Togo.”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is comprehensive and well structured. It clearly presents the aim, study design, methodology, key results, and conclusions. The integration of microbiological, sensory, and economic findings is particularly well articulated.

Minor suggestions:

· Consider briefly clarifying why sensory degradation occurred despite microbiological compliance, to better emphasise the central finding.

· The abstract could be slightly shortened by reducing methodological detail without losing clarity.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound. The study design is appropriate for the research objectives, and the multi-dimensional assessment approach is well justified. Methodologies used for microbiological analysis, sensory evaluation, and thermal monitoring follow recognised international standards (ISO, EFSA, ICMSF).

The results are clearly presented and logically discussed in relation to existing literature. The conclusions are supported by the data and do not overstate the findings. The distinction made between food safety and quality degradation is particularly well handled.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient, relevant, and generally up to date. The authors appropriately cite international guidelines and recent peer-reviewed literature related to cold chain management, food safety, and sensory quality.

Minor suggestion:

· One or two additional references focusing specifically on cold chain failures in African or tropical port environments could further strengthen the contextual discussion, although this is not mandatory.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The manuscript is written in clear, formal, and scholarly English. Technical terminology is used correctly, and the overall readability is good. Only minor grammatical or stylistic polishing may be needed in a few sections, but no major language revision is required.
	

	Optional/General comments


	This is a well-executed applied research study with strong practical relevance. The inclusion of economic loss quantification alongside food safety assessment significantly enhances the value of the manuscript for policymakers, port authorities, and food importers. The recommendations provided are realistic and actionable. Minor editorial refinements would further improve clarity, but the manuscript is fundamentally solid.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical issues are identified. The authors clearly state that informed consent was obtained for sensory panel participants, and ethical approval was secured from the University of Lomé. Laboratory analyses were conducted in accredited facilities following international standards.
	

	Are there competing interest issues in this manuscript?
	No competing interest issues are identified. The manuscript does not suggest any financial or personal conflicts that could have influenced the results.
	

	If plagiarism is suspected, please provide related proofs or web links.
	No evidence of plagiarism is suspected. The manuscript appears to be original, and sources are appropriately cited throughout.
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	Here reviewer should declare his/her competing interest. If nothing to declare he/she can write “I declare that I have no competing interest as a reviewer”


	PART  4: Objective Evaluation:



	Guideline
	MARKS of this  manuscript

	Give OVERALL MARKS you want to give to this manuscript 
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Accept As It Is: (>9-10)

Minor Revision: (>8-9)

Major Revision: (>7-8)

Serious Major revision: (>5-7)

Rejected (with repairable deficiencies and may be reconsidered): (>3-5)

Strongly rejected (with irreparable deficiencies.): (>0-3)
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