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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Manuscript is focused on a subject that’s related to food safety. It provides data on benzoic acid and pH of some herbal “decoction” products. The study offers useful insights for regulators, public health authorities, and researchers working in nutrition and food safety. Especially those who are interested in herb-to-medicine studies. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Current title is generally suitable. For the first reading, it can be confusing with extracts so maybe it can be “Determination of Benzoic Acid Levels and pH in Commercial Herbal Decoctions Marketed in Ghana”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Abstract is generally comprehensive and covers the main elements of the study. Language and grammar need correction (e.g., “In all 24 herbal decoction products were obtained,” “The aimed was,” “should taken after meals”). Better to use like “In total, 24 herbal decoction products were analyzed in this study to determine their benzoic acid concentrations and pH levels.” 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes — the references in the manuscript appear to include some relevant and recent sources, but the discussion section could be strengthened by citing a few additional, up-to-date studies on benzoic acid exposure, preservative safety, and pH influences in herbal or food products.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Scientific meaning is generally clear, but there are several grammatical errors, need corrections.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript addresses a relevant food safety topic and applies appropriate analytical techniques; however, several issues need to be resolved before acceptance. In results “OAM … highest benzoic acid … and low mean pH value of 0.32 ± 0.03” pH can not be that value. Seems like authors are mixed pH values and benzoic acid values. In Table 1, double dots in pH value (3..61±0.14). In methodology, authors wrote “mid-standard injected daily… RSD calculated” but RSD result is missing. Something is also confusing: Author claims there is no benzoic acid limit, but suggests 0.1%. And they say results are high? High according to what? There must be a reference to say “high”. Also, in declariotns, they wrote “raw responses from the participants cannot be shared”. There is no participants here, they’re market products. Should be revised.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No major ethical issues are evident in this manuscript.
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