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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The paper offers scientific details in determining the performance of watermelon varieties in the growing conditions in Bhutan. It demonstrates the correlation of fruit size, sweetness and yield that is significant with respect to varietal selection and breeding. The findings favor the localized practice of crop production and decreased reliance on imports. The findings of this study can be used as a baseline in other research on the same agro-climatic areas. 


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)
	yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	No major deletions are required. The abstract would benefit from one or two short methodological details and clearer framing of evaluated traits, but it is already suitable for publication with minor revision.

Recommendations on how to improve the Abstract. It would be better to have a research design (RCBD) in order to enhance transparency of the methods and address the requirements of the standard scientific practice. State the criteria of evaluation in a sentence. Grouping of the rated characteristics (fruit size, sweetness, yield, and plant characteristics) will be more explicit and enhance readability and sense of unity. Either add a significant yield number or a little dilute the text (e.g., we have recorded relatively higher yields). Ensure consistency in focus Due to the focus on small-sized fruit and sweetness in the title, the abstract must always be consistent with this without bringing additional findings. Optional minor deletion The abstract would be shorter, by deleting the repetitive statements concerning consumer preference (when they are mentioned more than once).
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The sources cited in the paper are adequate and appropriate. Recent literature is mentioned, and some studies published in 2023 and 2024 were referred to. The small-sized watermelon varieties or consumer preferences are a few more more recent references that can support the manuscript.
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No ethical issues were identified in this manuscript.
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