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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides a significant contribution to the field of Early Childhood Care and Education through an empirical examination of teachers’ perceptions regarding Toy-Based Pedagogy and the challenges related to its implementation in the classroom. The study emphasizes comprehensive child development in cognitive, emotional, social, physical, and language areas, aligning effectively with modern child-centered and play-based learning frameworks promoted by NEP 2020. The incorporation of an urban–rural comparative analysis significantly improves the study's relevance by emphasizing the systemic nature of implementation challenges. The findings offer valuable insights for policymakers, curriculum developers, and teacher educators aiming to enhance play-based pedagogical practices in early childhood care and education.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	 Yes. The title is suitable, clear, and effectively represents the scope, variables, and focus of the study. The text clearly conveys the dual focus on educators' perspectives and the challenges of implementation in the realm of toy-based pedagogy and holistic development.

.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is thorough and organized, effectively outlining the purpose, methodology, sample, key findings, and conclusions of the study. Nonetheless, a slight enhancement could be achieved by explicitly incorporating the urban–rural comparison in the abstract to more accurately represent the analytical depth of the study. Incorporating a statement regarding policy relevance (NEP 2020) would enhance its contextual importance.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript demonstrates scientific rigor and methodological strength. The research design, sampling procedure, data collection tools, validity and reliability measures, and statistical techniques are thoroughly articulated and effectively implemented. The analysis of results is coherent, grounded in data, and thoroughly backed by pertinent literature.


	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient, pertinent, and encompass recent studies (2024–2025), enhancing the academic foundation of the manuscript. The incorporation of policy documents, such as NCERT and NEP-related literature, significantly bolsters credibility. Should it be deemed necessary, the inclusion of one or two supplementary international studies on play-based pedagogy or assessment in ECCE may be considered, although this is not imperative.


	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is precise, logical, and suitable for scholarly publication. The manuscript demonstrates a clear organization, exhibiting a logical progression throughout its sections. Minimal proofreading may be necessary for minor grammatical consistency; however, the overall readability and academic tone are satisfactory.


	

	Optional/General comments


	The study is thoughtfully designed and provides significant empirical evidence to the discussion on toy-based pedagogy in early childhood care and education. The discussion successfully combines findings with theoretical and policy viewpoints. The manuscript would gain from the inclusion of a brief section addressing practical implications for teacher training and curriculum design, thereby increasing its applied value.

The manuscript is ready for publication following minor revisions that focus on refining the abstract and briefly enhancing the practical implications.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)

No ethical concerns were noted. The research explicitly outlines the principles of informed consent, voluntary participation, and confidentiality, in accordance with established ethical research standards.
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