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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	  Reveals policy gaps
It helps identify why the same gender-based violence (GBV) laws produce different outcomes in urban and rural areas, exposing gaps between policy design and implementation.

  Supports context-specific policymaking
Understanding urban–rural differences allows governments to design policies that suit local institutional capacities instead of using a one-size-fits-all approach.

  Improves institutional effectiveness
The topic highlights how legal, administrative, and social institutions function differently across regions, helping improve coordination among police, courts, healthcare, and welfare agencies.

  Addresses under-reporting of GBV
By analyzing social norms and informal institutions, especially in rural areas, it explains why many cases go unreported and how trust in institutions can be strengthened.
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	This study examines how urban and rural institutional contexts influence the effectiveness of gender-based violence (GBV) policies. Using an institutional analysis framework, the paper explores the role of formal institutions such as legal systems, law enforcement agencies, and social welfare services, alongside informal institutions including social norms and community structures. The analysis reveals significant disparities in policy implementation between urban and rural settings, driven by differences in institutional capacity, accessibility of services, and socio-cultural constraints. While urban areas benefit from stronger institutional presence and coordination, rural regions face challenges such as weak enforcement, under-reporting, and reliance on informal mechanisms. The study emphasizes the need for context-specific policy design and integrated institutional responses to improve GBV prevention and survivor support across diverse settings.
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