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	Reviewer’s comment
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	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript contributes essential insights into how machine-learning approaches can support post-pandemic mental-health screening and intervention, an area of urgent global priority. By mapping evidence across social-media analytics, passive sensing, speech, ECG signals, and AI-enabled chatbots, it highlights scalable approaches that may improve access to early detection and support. The review also identifies important gaps concerning privacy, bias, and real-world deployment, which will guide responsible future development. Overall, it offers a comprehensive framework for integrating ML into post-pandemic mental-health care systems.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is appropriate and accurately reflects the content of the manuscript.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is generally comprehensive and well structured. It clearly summarises the aim, methods, and key findings.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, the manuscript is scientifically sound, well referenced, and the methodology follows PRISMA-ScR guidelines. The thematic synthesis is coherent, and the included studies support the conclusions. Minor clarifications were added to improve methodological transparency and strengthen the interpretation of finding
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes, references are abundant, relevant, and highly recent (2020–2025). They reflect contemporary developments in ML and digital mental health. No additional references are required at this time.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, the manuscript is written in clear, formal academic English. Minor stylistic edits have been incorporated for conciseness and clarity.
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, the manuscript is well structured and makes a strong contribution to the field. The synthesis is informative and covers several modalities of machine-learning applications. Ethical concerns are appropriately discussed. Only minor refinements were necessary to improve clarity and flow.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	No ethical issues were identified. The manuscript is a scoping review synthesising published evidence; therefore, it does not involve human subjects, personal data collection, or experimental protocols requiring ethical approval.
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