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	Reviewer’s comment
Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)



	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides novel insights into the coordination between stomatal traits and wood anatomical characteristics in Citrus species under semi-arid conditions. By integrating leaf-level gas exchange potential with stem hydraulic architecture, the study advances our understanding of species-specific drought adaptation strategies.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article is highly suitable and precise because it accurately reflects the key variables, the species studied, and the environmental context
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes, the abstract of the article is comprehensive and well-structured, as it follows the standard scientific format including background, objectives, methodology, key results, and conclusions.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically sound because it follows a standard research methodology and its findings are consistent with established ecophysiological principle.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	It is highly recommended to increase the number of references to a total of 20–25. Adding 5–10 more citations would strengthen the theoretical framework, particularly by incorporating additional literature on citrus-specific ecophysiology, regional studies from West Africa, and recent research on hydraulic trade-offs.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language and English quality of the manuscript are suitable for scholarly communication.
However, there are minor grammatical slips and errors in the citation that should be corrected to polish the final version.
• In the discussion, the phrase "were not subjected experimental water stress" is missing the preposition "to".

• There is a typo in a citation name, written as "Bertoline et al., 2019" instead of "Bertolino".


	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript is scientifically sound and reveals key adaptations between gas exchange potential and water transport in citrus. To strengthen it, it is recommended to increase the number of references, correct the citation error for "Bertolino," and polish minor grammatical slips in the discussion to ensure optimal editorial quality.
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